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THE 


FO noenf enquired into, beforethe Law, under 
{law among the Jews ; likewiſeunderthe Goſpel , the crue 
ters of Chri, their allowance ſhown ; likewiſe in. the cor- 
þ of time ſince Coriſt ; how Tyrhes have been introduced, 
ain Anciquicy is ſearched, and pane of the Fathers 
& Church i in ſeveral ages produced, beſides the Scripture ic 
wxamined ; in all which is clearlyproved, Tyches and forced 
Wittenance, are no Goſpel maintenance 3 the Scriptures an- 
d, divers Arguments confured, and ObjeQtions anſwered ; 
I are broughe | by the Miniſtery of chis laſt age, 


Lu 


th Inſtitution and Diviſion of Pariſhes, and their 
Riſe, all which are publiſhed for the benefic of all, who defire 
© tharGoſpel order might be eltabliſhed again in all 
I che Churches of Chriſt, 
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An Epiltle to the 
READER: 


Impartial Reader, 


Hou haſt here recommended once more unto thy view, 
T what as from time to time, and from age to age, 
hath beer ot only the grand Canſe of ixvocating counſels, 
bt alſo hitherto even the ground of great diſpute and con- 
neverſie, if thow this Treatiſe do with a ſigle eye peruſe, 
ad balance the ſame in juſt and equal ſcales , thou wilt 
fad it of ſo mech validity, as will poiſe thy judgement to 
gue ſeuſure, that this is a clear and true demonſtration of 
th matter in hand ; if thou be ſerious in thy view, ſincere 
inthy heart, and ſingle in thy mind, as willing to know 
te radix, riſe, and ground of the matter herein handled, 

thes wilt thou find this the very key which will aright , 
ad may without ſcruple open unto thee, and demonſtrate 
the very certain infallible and ſure teſtimony , as well of 
titir original riſe, growing, begetting, conſtituting , ſet- 
ting, confirming , upholding and maintaining of them, 
mTythes 5 all which that thou mayst be clearly informed, 
ny thou finde as by ſtep and Step herein traced, thou wilt 
fnde their original as firſt how tenths were given before the. 
Commandment was given forth to the Jews, thou wilt alſo 
had their growing, and their Inſtitutions thou may clear- 
h ſee, and wherefore they were ſo inſtituted, thou wilt © 
A 2 finde 


viim 


finde them when confirmed,and thou wilt finde them whey 
corrupted, thou wilt finde theme when lawful, and thay 
wilt finde them whennot lawful thou wilt find them whey 
they were to be payed . and thou wilt find a time when 
they ought not to be payed, And Lecanſe the Miniſter, 
of our age, as we have daily from them , do wvannt and 
boaſt themſelves of the Orthodox F atbers of their Church, 
therefore wilt thou find by amrarrow ſearch, and aſingle eje 
in the reading hereof , unto which 1 do adviſe thee, and 
that in patience and ſobriety, thou wilt, as one unbiaſed 
ballance the ſame, here may thou have their opinion, and 
judgments alſs, and their ancient Fathers quoted thoy 
wilt have at large their own words; All which as by thi 
Treatiſe is intended to inform thy mind, and be as a pre. 
fedent how they-are now in this our age apoſtatized frow 
what they were, and now at length becom'd as uſurpation, 
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or abuſed: And for thy my and perfed underſtanding 
7 


how they were continued and impoſed , thou may alſy read 
the Orders and Decrees of many great Councils, their 0pi- 
ions, Judgements, and Impoſitions, from tinte to time in 
many ages paſt; Thou wilt ſee the teitimony of the boly 
Martyrs and their verdi@, and lat of all the Seripturg 
diſcuſſed, the arenments confuted, the queſtions anſwered, 
and the objeFjons razed, which the Miniſters of our daits 
ro produce, or in times paſt. have been produced , 4s the 
baſir or ground from which they inferre and lay their ſeem: 
ing fair foundation, theſe thou wilt all ſce ſuſficientlj? 
clearly and evidently confuted, their ſtru@ure defuced,thelr 
painted building demoliſhed, their foundation unbotton'd, 
and they themſelves, if their old root of Covetouſneſs wert 
not ſoſtronely centered inihen, might be convinced, thert 
is not one tone left, but all is overturn'd, and the _ 

a VIeWCA, 


wood, that thereby this Babels foundation may now be 
thown down at the laſt, which hath had ſo many batteries 
ad-afanlt's again it, this as it is the laſt, ſo it is indeed 
itighty peice which if truth might have place (and error 
aldeceit, which ſince the Apoſtacy is crept in once rooted 
ut) then needed there not another of this nature, for this 
weed doth bolt the door, and if ſenſibly felt, arightly un- 
trifoed, ard the truth of it afſented unto, then would 
terebe ro entrance 5 But though all this may not take 
Wdwith the worldly Priet, yet herein have T hopes, that 
mubtherern being ſo ſufficiently demonſtrated, may take 
eand footing in every honeft \ Reader, ſo far as that he 
wy wot. only. be informed, but convinced, and not only ſo, 
being convinc'd by this which doth ſo candidly mani- 
# the ſame, he may in the zeal of his heart own it, and 
Had in the defence thereof, vindicating the juſt cauſe 
ref, and witneſs with his ſeal that this is true, which 
ſmbiaſſed he peruſe, it doth evidently appear xnto me he 
wot but own, as he is willing and aminded to' own 
tb; One thing more is alſo in this book. inſerted , to 
i, the ſufficiency of allowance to the Miniſters of Chriſt 
' Goſpel daies, according the doFrine of Chriſt and the 
Wiles; and it were well if Magiitrates and Superiors 
ua weigh it, and that they would with the infallible ege 
re judgement, labour to diſcern the ſame, leſt they de- 
mt or {uphold that which in this caſe they ought not , to 
tithes, leſt the Lord be angry for their ſo doing, it be- 

ſo repucnant 10 the teſtiniony ft truth, 
andſo let every honeſt Reader weich,and diligently and 
maſfly conſider, whether he ought to uphold truth or er- 
alight or darkzeſse, T aſsume he will ſay that he ought 
wWhold and miniaine tle truth, and to Stand byit and 


for 


or it, then let me ak him a ſober queſtion, in the {p 

| for, _— of ſpirit , and I delve that in the je = 
of the day he may anſwer it , 'according to the witne of 

is conſcience; My queſtion is this, whether he doth .ug 
believe after that he hath had a ſeriows view of this pitee 
that he meets with ſuch valid arguments, ſuch clearmf 
demonſtration , as may or doth convince hime that the in- 
Mo congy of Tythes now in Goſpel daies, is abſolutely out 
the DoFrine of truth, and ought not fo to be? Andifh 
convinced, whether he ought not to and adjoyn with 
that of God in his conſcience, #8 a teſtimony of this natan, 


aud ſo partake with truth; which is a duty ought to be,and 


i incumbent upon every Chrifttan mans heart, which 
the deſire, of him who is a well-willer to Sions proſje 
a” : 


Edward Guy, 
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Great Caſe of Tythes once more revived, and the 

"Trae State thereof inquired into, both under the Jews, 

"and alſo under the Goſpel, wherein Antiquity is ſearch- 

ad, and the Judgment of the moſt Orthodox Fathers of 
the Church produced, and alſo divers Modern Writers, 

'« wy the Scripture it ſelf; all which clearly proving, 
That Tythes are no Goſpel Maintenance, neither are 
Due by any Divine Right. Alſo, all the Scriptures an + 
[wered, and the divers Objedions and Arguments Con- 

 foted, which are brought to maintain them by the Mi- 
aftry of this Generation. 


ze the ſeat of Antichrift hath been (et, and his Thrown ex- 
Ualted ſo high as it now is, and be hirpſelf exalting bimlelf 
meall chat is called God z. and not only fo, but be hath 1a- 
d'to make void the Laws and Commands of the Lord and 
Chriſt concerning his Church, and likewiſe, to ſet up his own 
Wiutions. and Commandements, which are repugnant and 
tary to the Commands of Chriſt, and the Pradice and Ex- 
mole of the Apoſtles, and holy Martyrs of old, who laid down 
lives, for the Teſtimony of that dorine*and faich, which 

y had reccived of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the ſaviour of man 
and knowing the preQice and the examples of Chriſt and 
les, and holy witneſſes, they contiuued in their doftrine 
forth fil] che fame in puricy, and to keep it unviolated 
wtotheir-death, that they might ſhew themſelves forth to be 
mers of cheir maſter Chriſt J:fus, and to abide in his dot» 
zwd walke according to the primitive example, norwith» 
'HEading all the oppofi.icn, and Cantradifion of Antichriſt and 
vlowers which hath been great throw many ages, ſince the 
tans. baye dranke; and the Kings of the earth of the wine of 


ſenhores fornication, and che way that Antichriſt and the 
falſe 


# 


(2) - | 
falfe Church hath had to ex1l; Lew, hath been by policy 
craft, and deceit,in perſwading the Nations,that that which wa 
once given, and offerd freely unto the Lord for his workey lake, 
is 2ow- mate of necellity, and Clatmedas divine right to, 
and their Miniſters, notwithſtanding both the doftcine, rhe; 
ſhip, and praQice be all rog:ihcr inconſiltzat wich the, peititihe 
times trm]y fo call'd. 7 Res | > 

Bur ſeeing the miniſtry of che falſe Church who- abade noth 
the doftrineof Chriſty (dur hath violared it, and now hath win 
againſt theSaints,the miniſters and\ſced ot che free woman )liah 
nut had power by vertue of theic dottcine, to worke upon che 
bearts avud Conſciences of people, {o. as to open them and make 
them freely willing to miniſter eartbly things to chetr migiſitey, 
becauſe indeed moſt people in the Nations arenor perſuaded 
they have: miniſtred Spickaall things;\ 'And' therefore the: 
Church hath perſwaded the powers of the earth, who haveckink 
en of her Cup, that it is their duty to force and compell allts 
give unto her and her miniſters, as of divine righr,whether people 
be perſwaded or no that they are ſent of God,avd makes the 
Pture a Cloak to: cover their force or InjanRions and produc 
che example of che primicive Chriſtians for a cover,tho 
do nothing at all of the wocke of the Apoſtles or mi 
Chriſt in Conv2rting of Soules, but rather miniftring char 
inventions,& vin traditions of men,inſtead of the true 
of Chriſt,yet however maintenance they muſt and wil have che 
they do none Ct Chriſts work, and are'ſo'imperious and arrop 
as to recken tyths the centh part of the encreaſe of the earth 
{cever; and of every mans labour, and therchandize, yet this 
would perſwade.all people is by divine righe, and a goſpelf init 
tution, And this hath been received by many in cur laſt gens 
ration, whoſe mindes bath been darkned with theclonde ofigno 
rance for a truth, and. for any to withſtand or deny it, bath 
counted error ahd hereſic, no leſs then a curſe, from 
Babylen, did come upon all fach as didgalnefay, alſo ſomewlts 
lofſe of lives;as' Heretickes upon this account,and in this 
many. Impriſoned for divers years even untill death, znd mat 
have ſuffered greae ſpoiting of their goods ten or twenty id 
more then that which they-pretcnded due, and yet all —_— 


3915 
dicye is Goſpel inſtitution and divine right. 
Conſideration of which ching bath been an inducement 
mpheart of late to make a true and a narrow ſearch of che 
ahllnefſe or unlawfullneſſe of this particular thing, not only 
wg the trac ftate of tithes amonglt the Jewes, but alſo in 
wimicive time, and amongſt the ancient fathers of the Churth 
i dotine bave been approved among che mod faichfull 
hers of the Church of Chriſt downward uacill chis laſt age, 
of all co. ſpeake of the tenths which were given before the 
mandement was given forth tothe Jewes, Abrahamin his 
me from redeeming his Nephew Lot, after the purſuit of 
lelawer the King of Elam with the reit of the Kings joyned | 
kim having recovered his Nephew Lot with all his ſub- hordes whe | 
wand all the ſubſtance of Sodom and Gomorrab was met by * * my 
inedech King of Salem, ' and prieft of the moſt high God, 
ollefſed Abrabem, and brought forth bread and wine, and 
amo him aad co the reſt who were wich him, unto whome 
aw gave the Tiches of all the ſpoile, that he had taken from gen. 12. 20. 
wlareſaid Chedorlaomer, and the reſt of the Kings. Chryſofome Hebrews 7.4. 
hands the Text only to be of the ſpoyls, whereof Abraham | 
& Malchiſedech « partaker, by giving bin the firſt fruits of bis 
ial performwazce, And Jerome often tiling it, Decimas ſpoli- 
& YViftorie, thac is, the tenth of the ſpoil of the prey,and 
. . And this is made one of the main baſis or ground 
bbation of Tythes due before the Law, which is but only 
ilk of Abraham to Melchizedech ot the ſpoil he had taken; 
his, but once that we read of ; take notice of that : notof 
pllies labours or induſtries, butof che ſpoil of what he had 
And. it is very clear, that ic was a voluntary thing and 
nz and there is a good ſhew of reaſon in it, that it was | 
wot graticade unto Aelchizedech, and to requite his kind» Gen.ry 18, | 
\D browght forth bread and wine unto his Souldies after a great 
Wy which refreſhed both bim and his Souldiers, which was 
wiſign and a courtefie, if 4brabam had not given the tenth 
as ſpoil he had nor ſinned; ſo an example of this nature 
mar be a binding law to ſucure generations ; for if the Mini- 
Felthis laſt age will make this a binding rule, we may as well 
ax. of them bread and wine of every Pricft for our (elves 
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and. whole families, and every r may require bread © 
wine of every pariſh Prieſt for bimſelf and all his ſouldics, 
che one <xample is as binding as the other, both of them by 

voluntary, M | i 1 
The next e that ſeems to bave any weight initahs 
II ticher, is Factbs Vow, This ſtone, ich he, which [ will ſew g 
pillar ſhall be Gods Houſe, and of all that thou (halt give me, [yg 
ſmrely give the tenth unto thee, #7 
This was an extraordinary occaftion, and more thenan 
nary appearance from God unto Jac:b before, when he ge 
from his father to Haran, to take a wife of his own ki 
And the Lord appeared unto him as he laid his head upona 
en.29-13,14 the night being come, and ſzid unto him, 1 aw the God of ig 
ham, the Ged of Haac, and the land whereen tbou lieft, to thee will 
give 1t, and to thy ſeed, and is ſhall be as the duſt of the earth,outily 
ſhalt ſpread abroad to the Eaft, Weſt, North, and South, and inthe 
er. 19» thy ſeed ſhall all the Families of the earth be bleſſed. He call 
4 name of the place Bethel, viz, the Houſe of God, becanſeef 
elorious appearance of God, and of his great promile made 
him, which he did believe, as may be ſeen moreac large in 
whole Chapter. So Facobs heart being opened and fil 
joy and faich, he promiſed again unto the Lord, and 
vow ſaying, If God will be with me, and keep me in this ways 
fo that 1 come again to my fathers houſe in peace, then ſhall 
bemy God, and of all that be giveth me, 1 will ſurth give the 
ofeph. Arcag. 2919 thee: which he performed after twenty years, at 7 = 
22.c.16, faith in theſe words, by offering #nto the Lord the tenth of lh 
"ſubſtance which he had got at Haran, aſter that he returned wiv 
| place where God did appear unto him, and made his promiſe unvia 
then Facob performed his promiſe unto the Lord, But uno 
hand he gave this tenth, appears not ; for before Aaron the 
fay the Priefthood was ſotely annexed to theficſt-born of F 
hes, which agreed well with che ſanRifying of che firlkebogiy 
| commanded in Egypt; tence it comes that Melchiſedee is $ 
—_ 3-1- monly reputed to be Shems, the eldeſt ſon of Noob, but that weorogey,. 
— trovertal, and fo I ſhall ter ir paſs, Bur it is thought by 
| that Facob payed his vow unto the hands of ſec his Fall 


and gave unto him the tenth of what he had gotten, a1 _ 
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Family then living, and a Prieft alſo; but az is ſaid 
le two inſtances of Abraham and Faceb are only vo- 
a and free gifis, as a return of thankfulneſs unto the Lord, 
age having got a great vidory over his enemies, 2nd the 0- 
having received a great affurance of the Lord of his promiſe * 
ling with bim, did bind them to it, But wedo not read” 
were at all obliged by any ſpecial commandement, as 

»{ much, chough *c granted, that after Jaceb had vowed 

wes obliged , but theſe are no binding examples unto future 
tone, eſpecially them chat pretends they are Miniſters of 
ond Covenant, the Goſpel; there is no orher mention 
ref Tythes before Moſer his time, unleſs ſome will dreame, 
ev will needs do, that the Levicical Law was written before 
arion. Yer ſome of the ancients ſeem to have obſerved a 
bad to the quantity of what was as a part of theyearly 
aſe conſecrated in thoſe times to the Lord; and that even 
the firſt memory of facrifice,C ains offering was not regarded 
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becauſe he did not well or aright divide what he offered, \**; Jud aa 
1e-quote pars Were at that time required, hi item ſepiu 


If this reaſon was from no other cauſe then the miſtranſla- Gen.4.s, 
of the text in the ſtory of Cain, where the Jews read it, If 
welfer well, but not divided arighr, haft thou not finned ? 
«©; unto which agrees che tex of the Septuagint, when as 
tranſlation our of the Original is thas, by #: thy coun+- 
law caf down? if thow do well, art thou not accepted? if thou do 
"IG f# Heth a2 the door, But moſt agreeable to the Text, is that 
WE pewuh a grudging mind, and not of the beſt and firſt of his 
"kit for ir is «xprefly ſaid, that Abe! browght of bis firſt fruits, 
Bhs Cain only of his ſruit of the ground, Abel giving then unto the 
Edaportion of the beft, the other not regarding of what worth 
pz were. So here is not any certain quantity noted, bat Ambrof bk 
pd of the ſpi:ic of him that offered, and the quality of the J,7.;- &. 
matdon or gifc, Chap. 9.1.6.4 
"Sothe chief ching to be noted from this is, That Cain was an 
Ipocrice, and offered with that mind and ſpirit with which be 
his brother, and ſo his ſacrifice was not accepted, 
this is no plea orground at all for the payment of Tenths 
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, the fervice of the Tabernacle. 
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Tythes were never commanded to be payed by the 
any, but 1/rael whoſe Law was given forth four hundred: 
years after che promiſe, as ſaith the Apoſtle, Neither were 
ever payable bur by the Jews, after they came to the land off 
naan, and to Levi's Tribe only, and to the Fewiſh Prieſts thay 
no inheritance allotted them by the Lord of all the land of 
aan, or beyond Jordan, but only the tenths, according yy 
command of the Lord, for the cfhce of the Priefthood, and 

How among the Fews tithes were payed, or jugg'd to 
the yearly encreaſe being either fruic of ground, or cattel; jag 
law of fruics of che ground, firſt, the firſt of the firſt ripe weak 
fered to the Prieſt in cars of wheat, figs, barley, grapes, « 
pomegranates and dates, of theſe ſcycn only the firſt fruits 
payed, in what quantity the owner would. 5 

Next the Theruma or heave-offering, or firſt-fruits of cor 
wine, oyl, and fleece, and the like, were given to the Pri: try but 
icbeing not determined by Moſes of what quantity this offeriny 
ſhould be, che Jews antiently jadg'd ic to be enough at the ti 
eth part, but ſo, that no neceſlity was that every one ſhoull 
pay fo much; he that payed a fixtieth part was diſcharged, 
ſome of better devotion payed the fortieth, The offeringsipy 
ken of in Ezekiel, This is the Therama that ye ſball offer, the fu 
part of an Ephah of an Homer of wheat, or of barley ; It is tl lane 
as if he had ſaid, ye (hall offer the fixtiech part of an Homer k 
an Epbab, being the ſame meaſure with a bath, chat is nearoar 
common Buſhel ; and-after this offered to the Prieſts, every Kind 
being given in ſeaſon ; out of the reſt were taken the tythes,whidh 
are belt divided into the firſt and ſecond time. 4 

The firſt tythe was payed to the Levites out of the remaindet 


' at Jeruſalem, and out of this tenth received by the Leviter, the 


iS: 18,28, 


Levites payed another tenth to the prieſts, which is called 
Tythe of the Tythe, for this is to be raken notice of, thayPritfy 
zeceived no Tythe of Husbandmen z but now them that areno 
Leviter, neicher of Aaron Piielthood, they take Tythes ofthe 
Husbandmen, and where it is not offered freely, they take 
violently and by farce ; ſo now-in theſe latter dayes, in the Apo- 
ftacy, the late Prieſts from that «%4mple, have payed Wa 


389. 


be, being, as they reckon bim, Chief Vicar uporr earth, | 
Ho now ſince the Popes ſupremacy hath ceas'd with us in 

wad, a late Law hath been made, to pay rbe firſf-ſruits to the Stat,26.H. 
w; yer notwichſtanding the Poſſeflor was not to ſpend the 


Wl he had taken our of theſe nine another Tiche, which he ——— = 


the ficſt cwo yezrs to carry to Jeruſalem'in kind, or to con- ,* 
it ito money, adding a fifth part to the value , after theſe 
th thus diſpoſed of, the remainder was every way prepared 
common ye of theHazbandman, on”. 
he make a third Tythe, but that was only the Tythe of 
third year, after the firſt was payed of every year, which was 
op by the Huzrbandman within his own gates, for the Levie 
te wichia his gates, the firanger, che facherleſſe and the wi- 
(and not carrycd to Jeruſalem ) and this Tythe beſtowed 
'P ied year was called the poor mans Tythe, and that third 
the ſecond years tythe ceas'd to be payed at Feruſalem + fo 
every third year the Levites at the Temple received not 
cond Tyche at theic feaſts, but according to the Law, is 
ne at home In the gates of the Husbandman ; neither doth , 
cond Tythe, and che poor mans Tythe differ in ſubſtance, ' 
in circumſtance, the place where the beſtowing was | 
ponly the difference, as the Septuagint Tranflates ic, Yhbex Deur, 15. 1 
ended the tythe of all the fruits of thy ground, in the third year, 
end tiths thow ſhalt give to the Levite, and to the ftranger, &c- 
In after the ſecond Temple was deftroyed, andthe diſperſion 
lie Jews, then the laws of ficſt-truits, off:cings, and tythes 
them ceaſed ; for theic Doors determin'd, that regular- 
0 according to the Law, no inhabitants but of the land of 
was to pay any. 


=, Becauſe they then wanted their Pcieſthood and Ter» _ 
W- - Rabbi ben n 


Wondly, Becauſe the Law did reſtrain the payment thereof to > nog cs 

p, and herein they all agree. | d: Therum:M 
Enſcbius agrees with the Tewilh Ribbins herein, That tytbes ch. n %& mi: Y 
wy) limited to the land of Iſcae!). | Kori in Þ x 
by the payment of theſe tenths was either obſerved or dif po gy 
wed, partly appears in the Scriptures, and partly in the M21.3.%c, i 
W'n of more truſty overſecrs' in their great Sanadrim, or Neh. 1g. * 
: Ccur 
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| Court of 70 Elders, wherein ves agreed, that the ovelety 
K.:5.ch.9 ſhould be choſen of more aoneſt men, - "_ 
{ * _ By that which hath been ſaid, may be perceived the fare 
the Jews Tything, by the Commandement of God, and likewily 
the Judgment of their own Rabbins and Doftars of the Law, W 
| which gives a clear Judgment of the praQice, according as wy WW 
in uſe, or exerciſed among them, and all do agree, that they, | 
a due right, did belong to the Aaronical Priefthood, and to ; 
Levites, and other officers in the Temple and Vabernacle, wt WM 
for the (crvice there, according to Gods appointment, for beus WW; 
ing the Tabernacle and ſetting it up, and for ſerving Arm 
his ſons 5 and for the better ordering of things, they were dir 
ded into three parts, to wit, the Povites as the Coathites, Gt 


ſhonites, and the Mararites, and theſe did receive the tenthy if 
the people, and gave co the Prielts theic part, which belonged 
them according to the Law of God in that Covenant; an _ 


the ſons of Aaron grew and muliiplyed, then the Priefls v 
divided into 24 ranks or courſes 60 ſerve at-the Temple, of 
our Prebends, Deans and Chapters take their example, or imit 
On, ſo to ſerve by their turns at Cathedrals as they are called, 
elſe from the Church of Rowe ; but the latter 1 am rather 
clin'd to believe, becauſe there was no ſuch name of any With 
ſter among the Jews, neicher in che Primicive Church wil 
called z but the Prieſts of Aaron gave attendance to executet 
office, and to burn incenſe as their turn and courle came., And 
hereapon Zacharias is ſaid to be of the courſe of 46ia, The 
vites that were fingers were alſo divided into 24 ranks or courl, Wh. 
- of which I believe the preſent Quiriſters or Singers, and Wh 
plice men do have their imitation, and bring the Levites for prpat 
concerning their offices; but we cannot receive Judai/meic 
Chriſtianity, neither their praſtice for Apoſtolical Ordinance 
the Church of Chriſt, Wt” 
But how theſe tbings do agree with the primitive prattle 
Chriſt, his Apoſiles and Minifters, and the Chorches planted ſ 
them in theic day, is eaſily ſeen in that which is wricen ins 
dry places of the New Teſtament, ſo called ; and how it «l 
co paſs that they which pretend another Priefthood, andt0 
Miniſters pf Chrift, ſhould receive the tenth of a'l clean and 


as 


(9) 

inbeaſts, .as Pige, Geeſe, Eggs, Fowler, Turneps, Wood, and 
mots for che fire; all which things we do not find mentioned, 
heme of them forbidden to be offered under the Law, and 
they pretend to be Biſhops and Elders of the Chriſtian Church, 
that ir ſeems they cannot diſtinguiſh of the time, nor yet of the 
aaſration; for if ſo, then they would be aſhamed to lay claim 
Þ. rithes, and the Levites, and yet doth none of their 
md; which is contrary to all reaſon, truth, and equity, for 
os gas given to them that had no portion among theirbre- 
tminche land, but theſe Biſhops, Presbyters and Priefts, have 
rinhericances among their brethren, and beſides have a great 

anof forme Counties and Dioceſſes for rheir revenue, and theic 
officers ticheFof all things, (yea of ſach things as was 
meat all cithable in the Law, as is ſaid before, ſo wha dam- 
bs deceit and hypocrifie is this ; is ic any other but the Popes 
I? an abſolute Apoftate for hundreds of years, and muſt this 
ved av Apoſtolick Doftiine and praftice, and enjoyned ? 
ame, let it never be mede mention among themrthat do 
Whemſelves Miniſters of Chriſt, neicher any who do profeſs 
a dvts £0 be Chriftians, who dare not ſtand to Chrifts Do- 
wand allowance in reſpeR of their maintenance. But in the 
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fs of time God raiſed up another Prieſt, Chriſt Jeſus, who Heb-7,16. | 
of the Tribe of Levi, neither made after a carnal Com- | 
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adement, as the firſt Pcieft was, neither was he conſecrated *®: 7: 23+ 
mri order of Aron, for he pertained to another Tribe, of 
'no man gave attendance as the Altar, viz. to J#dah, he 
ined a more excellent miniſtry, «nd of a greater and more 
wt a Tabernacle,not of the former building,he being the ſum 
hnce of all ſhadows under the firſt Covenant,hath thereby 
Kmend t0 the fick Prieſthood, with all its ſhadows and 
my Ordioances, and changing the Pcieſthood which had 
nand to. take tithes of their brethren, there was a neceſ- Heb 7.12, 
is on” of the change of the Law, and a diſanullivg likewiſe of " "*: 
od win andnient which went before. 
- — fr Chrift ]:lus was manifeſt, the end of the law for 
bulneſs ro them thatdo believe, the end of the Covenant, 
q meſthood, Tabern:cle, Temple, Tiches, Offerings, Obla- 
jandin a word, all the worſhip of che Jews, and all their 
; {hidows, 


ndu 


( 10 
Shadows, Types, and Figures, and repreſentations, All thet 
backs, Faſts, Feaſts, and their divers walbipgs, and puritgligy/ 
which alt were but as ſhadows of rhingsto come ; and heme 
the ſam and ſubſtance of them all, and ended them all; 
whoſoever will plead a neceſlicy.of all or any one of the forme. 
things mentioned in the firſt Covenant that was faulty, Che 
profics him nothing, and he denies the faich of Chrid.,a8 | 
Apoliles, and Minitters ; for Circumciſion. was once commindh 
ed of God, and as real a Type as any other, and yet they thy 
would need hold ic up, after the ſubſtance was manifeſt; 4owit;; 
Chritt Jeſus, che Apoſtle Pax! concludes that Chriſt profits 
nothing, though be elſewhere calls'it the ſeal of the rightwyb 
neſs of faith unto Abraham, which he had before he | 
cumciled. The L.ke I alſo fay ofall the former Ordinances 
pertained tothe firſt Prietthood and Covenant, and holds thay 
up as of nece{lity, denyes the faith of Chrift, and Chriſt 
them nothing, and do wake themfſelyes thereby as debtc 
whole Law : and hethat fails in the breach of one is guilipid 
all. Therefore of how much neceflicy is-jt, 'for them that.dlt 
profefſe Chriſt and rhe Faith that. was delivered to the Saint 
to and faſt in that liberty wherein Chriſt hath mad | free, 
and not to be entangled with the yoake of bondage, bt 
keep the Ordinances and Commands of Chriſt unvio | 
they thatlay claim to Tyther, apd would cauſe us co pay Tythiy: 
they themſelves do not keep the Law, but would conſtrain 
that they might glory in our flelb, and. would confound the Os 
dinances of the firft ayvd ſecond Covenant together, withous 
putting any difference to the time and miniftration unto wilt 
they did belong. The Apoſtles and Miniſters' of Chriſt; als 
were made partakers of the Divine nature, and of che word:or 
recenciliation, ' did not look back, nor draw people backis 
former Ordinances of the Jews, and cheir Prieſthood, butane 
fied againft them, their Temples, Faſts, Feaſts, and New Mogny 
and for theſe things, Par/, and Stephen, and divers ochergt 
fered great perſecution ; and Chriſt the everlaſting i ighRne, 
though he was the Son of God, the heir of all things, and 
fiſt born of every creature, and the Biſhop of ſouls, 
was Lord of all, he made himſclf of nv reputation, 


bY 4 

_ 
FL 

>. 
42 1 


- 


, 


474 
7 


_ J_ 11 

py claim to the PP. © the world, but ſaid, The foxes 

ales, and the birds of the air have neſts, but the Son of man 

wu whereom to lay bis bead. Helaid no claim to Tenths, nor 

Izepr, nor Oblations, neicher to Lands, where he travelled 

work of the Father, though he Iabouced for the conver-_ 

fouls in divers places, as the true Biſhop thereof. He laid 
tim to any ſach places as co be his Dioceſs, neither did look 
by gifts and rewards frem any place, but as he was ſent of - 
acher, and was the free gift of righteouſneſs, he miniftred 
7. and likewiſe when he ſent out bis Diſciples, and gave 
commiſſion co teach all Nations and Diſciple them in the Marth. 0.9. 
F the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, he ſaid unto them, 

Father ſent me, ſo ſind 1 you. And again, Freely you have Math 10.8, | 
ne, freely give. And again, Take with jou neither ſtaff wor feb 
wor 12977, nor braſs in your purſes z but into what bouſeor Cirg ga, 1, , 
ater, enquire who therein is worthy, and abide ye 1here till you go Luke 10.9. 
b. Aod what ſoever is ſet before you, that do you eat and drink, , 

bf lobonrer is worthy of his meat, And though he ſent them 
a8 is before ſaid, when they. returned again, he ſaid unto 
b Lacked ye any thing? And they ſaid, Nay. Though they 
Lent cur as ſheep among wolves, yet they preaching the 
of the Kingdom. freely, and curned people co Chrilt the 
and living way, whereby their hearts were opened to mi- 
pnco them, which ſerv'd for their neceſſity in the work of 
pe]; they did nor deſire or requite any Sipend, Sallary, 
bencation, or ſetled Maintenance, but were miniftred unto 
y them who had believed their report, and were made 
ery of j apoE things; they never complained of want, 
Wrrer bad any cauſe, nor did nor give over preaching of 
olpel becauſe they had no ſetled maintenance, like > oe, fa 
Fnrration of Pciefts, who if their maintenance do ceaſe, 
Goſpel c:aſeth, which demonſtrates only they miniſter for 
bd fileby lucce, and ſo are out of the Apoſtles doftrine and 

z for the Apoſtles they often denied that which was 

profered them, left they ſhould make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
Fe and their work of nocffet, Here was no Tythes 
of, that we read on, commanded or commended, either to 


Jes or Gentiles who belicved, in the age of the Apoſtles, 
_ C | . thag 
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that we find mentioned either in.Sctipture, or any other ancieqi 
Records, And after many Chriftians were converted untg;y 


Faith, ſach was the liberaliry and bounty of believers in thes 


beginning of Chriſtianity, chat their bounty co the Evangelical 
Priefthood was fo large, as that it far exceeded what the tenth 


could have been; or if you look to the firſt of the Apoſtly 


times, then the unity of heart among chem abour Feruſalen wy 
ſuch, that all was in common, and none wanted ; And ar my. 
ny as were poſſeſſors of lands and houſes, 'ſold them, and brought the 
price of that which was ſold, and laid it at the Apoſtles feet, and it wh 
diſtributed to every man according as he had need. $9 the whale 
Church' both Minifters and Believers Iliv'd in common of tha 
which was freely brought in and miniftred for the ſervice of the 
Saints ; ſo likewiſe the Church gathered by Mark at Alexambris 
in Egypr, followed the ſame prafice as the believers at Feruſa- 
lem, And Philu Jadens (aith, That in many otber Provinces the by- 
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And forrher, he upbraids et) ail with the Charity and 
wy of the: Chriſtians ; he ſaith, Whatſoever we have in_the 
ary of our Chu: ches, it is nor raiſed dy Taxation,as though 
or men t0/ranſcme their Religion, bus every man once, or 
rhe pleaſeth himſclf, gives what he thinks good, and it is 
the fowed/in vanity, but for the maintenance of the poor, i 
like neceſſary ſervice aforeſaid ; and this way of Con- _ 
dion continued until- the great perſecution of Maximinian , F< 
od Dioc/e/ian, about the year 3 40, as Enſebins,Tertallian, Cypri- 
gen, and others do witnels, | 
Alſo about this time, ſome Lands were given to the Charch by guſehius lib. 
ew that believed, and the revenue thereof was diſtributed as atber ©h.22. 
mu were by the Deacons and Elders, for the aforementioned «- 
kg-but the Biſhops or MMiriſters- medled not with they, Ocigen 
kth {tit not lawſnl for any Miniſter to poſſeſs Lands given to the* 
meh for bis own ſe. Cyprian, Biſhop of Carthage, about the Cyprian in 
Kt 250 alfo teſtifies the Came, and ſhews how the Church main- Epiſt-37.3 
luheth wan Poor, and that her own diet was ſparing and plain, and 3* 
kneaprnces full of fragality. | 
thorralſo faith, That a IMmiſter able to live of himſelf, ought 
mere any thing to be giveu unto him, and he that receiveth it, 
Wan without great (in, 
7 e Council held at Antioch, Anno 340. finding that much The Counci 
kult had been among che Deacons and Elders, to whom ic pro- y- mnecy 
did belong to diſtribute the Offerings and free gifts where ©"? 349: 
4 was need, which they detajning for their own covetous 
ads, the Council did ordain, T bat the Over-ſeer or Biſhop might 
Mhibute the goods, but required that they ſhould take no part thereof to 
elves, nor the uſe of the Preſt, uling the Apoſtles words, 
Bing food and raiment, be ye therewith coment. 
\Chyſoſtome Homil, 11. in Aa, notes, and he lived about the ©/s/t. He 
1goo, that Chriſtian converts joyned in ſocieties, and lived 7: 


aConin.on, afcer the manner of the former Chriſtians at Fer«- 


by whoſe writings it doth apprar that there was not the 
aft mention made of Tyths in that age, the Church at this 
ine altogether living by the fre: offerings of Lands, Moneys, 
at Goods, and the people were much prefſed to bountiful 
bution for holy uſcs, as may be ſeen in the writings of 
FR C: 3 Je- 
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Jerome and Chriſeſtume, who brought the liberalicy of the Jews in 

their payment of Tythes for an example, beneath which chey wa 
not have Chriſtians dererminethe chariry. Bur abour this ime 

ag co be a declination anda coldneſs in the devorion of chem th 

ered, which made Jerome, Ambroſe, and others preſs very hu 

upon the people for liberalicy in point of offering, becauſe ity 


kch, 23. Ved ſharply, and ſaid, They gave not ſo much a1 was wort 


much leſs then in the Apoſtles rime, in ſo much that ond 
hſ 


of. And it doth nor appear in any old Monuments of credit, 
near the end of 400 years after Chriſt, that any payment to the 
Church of any centh part, as a tenth, was at all in uſe, * 

From the year 400, till the year 800 no Canon or other Law wg 
generally received, to compel ony payment of Tyrhes, alchought. 
mong the Offerings of devout Chriſtians, gifrs of'that quantity mw 
Teceived as due by the doctrine then in uſe in ſome places only 
which Ambroſe, Auguſtine, Ferome, and Chryſoftome taught by rew 
ſon of the coldneſs and wanc of charity among che Chriſtians in + 
vers parts and for their ground and foundation, the firſt rwo taught 
that the renth was due by Gods Law, which they took only from the 
Meſaical law, and the other two perſwaded only chat a leſspur 
then a centh might not be offered, bur ought to be paid for holy uſe 
as the phraſe was; and by the reaſon of the doAtine of 4 
chey were offered under the name of Tenths in parc of /raly, be bemg- 
che Biſhop'of Alas there in the year 390- i 

Likewiſe Auguſtine Biſhop of Hippo, hath a vehement ſermag; 
for the paymenc of them, whoſe doQrine brought in the word Tend 
in uſe among Chriſtians 4 and as is ſaid before his ground only wa; 
taken from Moſes law in point of offering, theſe two rhreatned them, 
with great penaltyes, and heavy Judgements, that did not pay their 
renchs; but yer take notice to what end they required chem, vi.. 
that the poor might not want, aud ſaith, that God had reſerv'd them 
for that uſe and end; ſo in proceſs of time, when this dotrins came» 
robe received, divers followed the opinion of the ancient farhers bv. 
fore mentioned, yet hitherto it was not laid down as a poſitivede-\ 
Qrine to pay them as the Fewes did, but only broughc the Jewe: infor 
an example chat Chriſtians ſhould not pay leſt, _ 4 

Leo, call'd the great, about the year 449. who reigned 20 year, 
he very earnefHly fiirred up mzns devotion to, offer co the a 
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| $not a word of any quancicy; Severi» alſo about the year 
ofir'd up the Chriſtians in Panonato give the tenth corhe poor; 
liemiſe Gregory not only admoniſhed the payment of ciches, from Greg. Hom. 14 
ielbſaicoll law, bur alſo the obſerving of Lent, which he recko- in Evang. & 
as the cench par of the year, and this he would have given unto *ſt-5-de Conf 
Gfaying, we are commanded in the law togive the tenth of all 
knggunco God, and thus ignorance began to enter in,and Juda- 
among che Chriſtians brought in by cheir leaders, and from chz 
s of rheſe and other ancient fathers Tithes, Eaſter and Pente- 
a ame to be introduced and brought inco the Church among the 
ne 
Uo Ferowe iti theſe words, I do not taks a part 4s the reſt of the g,,, 3. «- - 
Nibar 6 | pſefon of lands but as a LeviteT live of the tenth, A ac A — | 
law Alter, 1 am ſuſtain'd by the eblation of the Alter, bing devir claci, 
miwith food and raiment, I follow nakedly the naked Croſs, Bur <vrum- 
is no neceſlty ro underitand his words of tiches, but as che 
liv'd of ciches ſerving at che Alcer, even ſo am I maintain'd by 
ſreeoffering of them char do believe, 
Knricisco be obſervedgQhac chere was divers councellsin and 
> 600 year only provinciall as Maſcos and Arles, and ſome » 
drake 1t for granted, thac a tench was due by way of offering, 
into the hands of chem that miniſtred ro the Church; is 
of as good antiquity, grounded upon the Meoſaicall lawes, 
they call cheir Divinas; all which did ſpring from che doctrine 
foure fathers before mentioned but eſpecially Ambroſe and 
iwabour the year 40, but take his owne words, /t is not fit for 
he, to prefer our ſelves ar Chriſtians unleſs we do the work of 
Wifiens, viz. 20 offer the tenth part of Corn and of C attell and all the 
Whwites of the eartb;and cook ic for granted as duzgonly his ground 1, qo 
Abſcclaw. And if they ſhould offer leſs then a centh, rheis of- zoth remp,in 
pms nor accepred; alſo agreeing with him is ny $4 in a tem-'0o, 
afer this manner viz. Deare brethren, for as much as the day 


nf drawers near, we ought to aſſemble our ſelyes together, and to 

barks to God, who bath given wito ur, by our offering unto God 
Hetbs, for God is worthy to have the whole;, and chis he grounds 
Withat of falacbi, honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, &c. 
be, exhorting them 10 pay their tribute to the poor, and their 


8 the P reſts; then wging more 1x1 out of the old Teſt ment, 
he 
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hetells them, thatthe neglett bod EF of T:irbes wa! the cauſe 
ferillity, and blaſting of their corn, aud the like, Thete two'gray 
Biſhops agree, and as was ſaid betore, from the Law of Mobi! 
infers their whole Do&rine 5 yer notwithſtanding the 
preſſures and hard threats of ſome of the Brſops at that time; 
was not a me: received DoQrine, that Tithes ought ro be 
payed, until about the year 800; neither was any thing by the' 
Church then determined or ordained touching the quantirythit: 
ſhould be givenz though ( no doubt) in many places the offer: 
ings of the more devour ſoit, Tenths, or a greztex part of their 
encreaſe, were given accoiding to the DoQtrine then in uſe: And 
then about this time the offerings and giſs ts the Church wee 
diſpoſed of on this wiſe, being received into-a common trealy- 
ry, one fourth parc 0 the Pcieſts, cut of which, every one'thit 
laboured had his portion 5 another patt for the relief of the 
poor, fick, and ſtrangers; and a third for the repairing platy 
of publick worſhip ; and the fourth to the Bi\bop ; and gener» 
ly then the Biſhop liv'd in ſome Monaftery, and his Clergy with 
him, from whence he fenc them co och in eh: Diocefſe and 
Countryes, and there they received ſuch offerings as were made 
and brought them to the ereaſury : So that hereby theready” 
may take notice that the Priefts had not fuch a pecnliar interdt 
in that which was given, bur others had a ſhare with theo), "but 
now theyclaim ally their Churches were builded out of thegily 
of che people, the poor, fatherlefſe, and widow were relieved at 
of them, and che Priſoners, who ſuffered for the faich they held 
were relieved alſo, the Bilhop'and his whole Clergy wereſs 
ttain'd ; but now they claim it as due, and take Tithes by force 
and violence three or four fold, and ſometimes ten fold, and 

le thrown into priſon, and widows goods (ſpoiled ; howwts 
ſuitable theſe praQices are from what as they were in theApolile Wh.” 
time, and the antient Fathers for 50o years? Though they ani 
very proud, and boaſt much -of their antient Fathe:s, yer thy 
will not ſo much as come near them in «xample, and yet thy 
cry up the Church, che Church, and Antiquity, when they are 
far enough off from their praftice, though they were in a ded 
ning conditlon in this age | have been ſpeaking of before. Ally 
Jerome upon the third of Malachy in his Comments y, doth _ 


\ 
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hriftians to give their Alms to the poor and double honour to 
PYy Jabours inthe Lards ſervice, not inding at all to offe er this or 
# here, Jet exhorts thems not to be more Sackward than the Fewr, 


: 


de to the Apoſtolical ordinances, relating to the weekly offermgs 
To Churches of Corinth, Galatia, Antioch, and the Fews libera- 
lywe: brought as apreſident, below whichbe would not have Chriſti» 
a to determine their cbarityz and (ayes withall, that he ſpeaks 
he thiog?, »ot a1 commanding or forbidding that tbey ſhould give 
wn, yet as thinking 1t fit they (hould not give leſs than a tenth part 
whey #/es, as the phraſe was. ; | 


1 


wi ew Victuals; thpugh, ſaith he, the boly teachers do war m 
withalf of periſhing mankind, yet do they not taks any thing fromtbe 
vos the world, nor do they heap np unto themſelves riches, leſt the 
widfhou'd ſay, we have made you 11ch, they only ought to receive the + 
wr from the handF of thoſe whom they have converted to the 
bf it's Chriſts command, ſaith he, that #hoſe who preach the 
wil. [could live thereby ; fo that its evident that very many of 
ancient Fathers, whom this generation have talked ſo much 
« did deny tyches, and a forced maintenance from the world, 
Kin his poiac ic's like they will be judged but weak ſighted, 
EEgroneoUs in their Judgment by this generation, as they do the 
Wes, or men of mean underftanding. But I ſee many will 
wiace them in words, bot few in praRtice. 
& was the Judgment al{o, not of private perſons, but of the 


Wi lcarned and found teachers of that age, in the fifth or 600 
iter Chriſt. 


Woupel, bxt that he who labonrs ſhould receive neceſſary ſupplies by 
among whom he labon's, withint forcing. And turther faies, 
| . thigh 
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wn they payed their tenths : wy is Chryſoftome at all diftes c,y,ot 145 
- om him in this Do&cine; WPperſivading even labourers and 43. upon rhe 


Mir bogivt beunt ifſully their alms to the Church far holy uſes, a+ Epiſtle,x Co 
abide co! 


1 Biſhop of Alexandria ſpeaking upon that paſſage of Syrrit de ad 
ipehew, Ger. 4. 23. who, after he had gained the vitory Over rat in ſpir, 8 
Kiog of Sodoms enemies, and reſcued Lot, when che King of 1:4 4: © 
lm offered him part of the ſpoils, he would receive nothing G,, " 3. 


wper ſaich, hey that live of the Goſpel, who will be propriators pf « ge vit 
niny, who neither have, nor deſire to have any thing, not poſſeſſing couremp. li 
Fon, but the common goods ; and what is it, ſaith he, ts live of <P 14, 


 4;en Hom, 
$. in Levit, 


" 


(x2) | - IS 
though Paul himſelf had power, yer he wenld not make uſe of itt 
ſhould create ed how FF with with his py / ho, 
maker, that he might nat be forme to the Churcbes of Chrif: 
With him alſo agrees , faith he, Peter and Jolu lakh 
Sikvzr and gold have I none : the riches of thoſe who were Prigh 
of Chriſt s, but let us quickly apply theſe things unto our ſelvei [4 ohh 
he ) who are prohibited by the law of Chriſt, if we have anyry 
therennio, to bave poſſeſſions in the Countrey, and houſes in the (hh 
( what do I ſay) poſſeſſions or houſes ? no not to multip'y coats or wp. 
ney ; if we have food and raiment, let us be therewith content, ** 
Jerome alſo writing to Nepotianni a Clergy man, ſayes, I þ; 
ſeech you that you would not transform our ſpiritual warfare intouce. 
nal one, nor imagine your ſelf in the Clergy ai you were in an an, 
getting ſpoiler, nor ſcek, after no more than when you came faſting 
the Clergy, leſt it be ſaid to you, Their lot ſhall not profit them, * 
Neicher in any genera! or Provincial Connce! was there 
Conſticutions made for the rigbt of payment of tythes, tllth 
year 586. ig a Councel at Moſeomin the voceſſe of Lions :* nal 
is this Councel received into the body of any of the Canony, 
Councel conſiſted of all the Biſhops of King Ganthroms 
onely ſome Provincial Councels and ſggular Conftitutions 


4 
4; 
. $3 


' ewixt the fixth and 800 yeares, which ſuppoſed tenths Fo 


bar they were diſpoſed of diverſly; now to the Prieffs,nowtoily 
Abbots, & now to the Poor, according to the mind of the giveth 
quantity was only arbicrary, bur judged that ſore kind of offer, 
ing was neceſſary, Neither till near $00 yeares was there ay 
general law that remains in publick, that is of credit, ordaight 
any law in the Weſtern Church, and. for the Eaſtern Churd 
never any law that mentions Tiches, And further it is obſer 
ble, that though there were divers National and Pr 
Councels held, which ſuppoſed -chem to be due, as divine rigin, 
and thar lefſe than a tenth parc ought not to be offered, yet 
there nocommiandment, or name of tenth in the firſt eight gpl 
Comuncels, 3 
And though divers of the Fathers, Popes, and Biſhops, didds 
clare, that Tythes were due, and ought to be payed, yet till 
ninth general Councel held at Lateran under Pope Caliziwt 
ſecond, abouc the year 1119, mentions Tyches, but ſpeaks af 


», 
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3 (19) Ex 
hey 4s had be2n given to the Church by ſpecial conſecration , 
wthet rime people being led-ro believe char tiches oughc co be 
i for the uſe of che poor, did diſpoſe them co che heads and ru- 
If religious houſes (ſocalled) who kepc open hoſpicality then, 
e reliet of the poor, entercainmentc of (irangers, and ſupply of the 
wy; anÞ ceftified by Caſſia» the Hermite, but the councel held 
pe Alex der the third, x 180, ſeeing much given to the 
Wand liccle ro che Prieſts,made a decree to reſtrain peoples free- 
239d indeed abour rhis crime much wickedneſle , and ſelf-love; 
eoverouſneſſe was crept into thoſe houſes, or Monaſteries by 
wtdmae, as Hiſtories do relace. | 
ur this time there was no Law, Carmon, or conſticution of a- 
iaeeral Councel as yer found, chat did command riches to be 
md; or expreſly ſuppos'd themg duty of common righe ; before . 
u'Cc _ Later an held inthe year 1215. under Pope Innocent Cap.53,in ext 
pied, abour which time the Popes power was grown very great tor-de d«fo« 


owerful-, for abouc chis time every man might have given 33- com non 
fit vide a ca- 


tithes co what Church be would, and people had more minde 
pur. proX. 
them for the poore, ratier then the Prieſts , as may be un- ,, $:11.,, 


{'from che complainc of /zmocent che third, he preaching on 

ww charity ſaies , dedit proprium © reddit aliemem, &c, and 

four heavily againſt choſe char gave cheir tithes and firſt fruics 

poor, arid not to the Prieſts as hainous offendors ,- yet abour 

'no regard was had co the nature of the encreaſe , bur 

wer did ariſe in profic, wherher by trade, merchandize , or 

ie, the tenth was required to be paid , but when Pope Inne- 

had commanded, ſo then no ſcruple was made of 3t , bur an- 

took ir wich roo much cr2dulicy, neither till chis crime, were E- 

Wen from Rome ſo frequent, ro pur in execution that which 

Rice eſtabliſhed in wo former Councels againſt thar challeng'd 

Et the Laiery, for the Laiery had enjoyed their liberty from the 

aning of Chrittiinity, ro beftow or reraine them ro whom rhey 

Wnmoſt places till the year 1200. 

out this eim2, noewichttinding the land occupiers in divers + 

Was the Bithop of Matere complained ro Pope [nnocent, thar 

w D:oceſle ,. thy, viz rhe Laiety divided cheir tythes at their 

res ; and arbicrarily gave part to the Charch, part. to the 
and part 10 their korared, —_— in divers places the thing + 
- Was 


(G20) 
was ſo much in controverſie, whecher chat -pariſhes had' any due 
tyrhes or no, That we ſee particularly in the Dioceſle of Falack 
1320, Which was, that every man whereſoever he liv'd, he mi 
declare himſelf ro be of what Pariſh he would , and to chat al 
give - tyres, of the Comnif Jo 
The opinion of the Cononſts in anſwer to a queſtBy, vin! þ 

what immediate Law that tythes were payablegthey are linis 
themſelves, Tome ſay, de jure Eccleſiaſtics, others jus Ny 
others drivinum morale; The Caneniſts with one conſent do 
themſelves upon the letrer of ſome of thoſe paſlages of Proving 
| Comncels, Fathers and Popes before mentioned , generally deling 
$clden his hiſt. that predial and mix'd tythes ate due to be payed jave dai. 
pon tyrl:es. ns, and chey uſually cice the Levicical precepts to juſtifie iy fy 
Pe they take this Ecelefiaſtical Reygnue to be no otherwiſe due toy 

Clergy by common right (whom they to the urmoſt maingzin asthe 

reaſon) may asa fupreame Steward of Clergies maintenance dif 

of this or that particular part of it.to where he will, and thiswys dh 
4 Tit. de 04. Omen opinions Tir ; 
PE Bur for Perſonal t51bes, they yer agree to be jure divine, 


ch, & al pa Pope [znocert the fourth make it .a wonder to ſee any man defy 
a; yp. 


ch. c 
| aconds: - ivers of chem follow him, che beſt authority, they brivg fot pet- 
ſonal. rythes is that of Dext.12, Where tythes and the offeri 
your hands, are ſpoken of , -and: this:is.a received ground 
them, that the renth is due ro:the Church . jure divine, and (0 
hold-up the firft Prieſthood ,. and figures againſt che ſecondwhoy 
the ſubſtance, only for coverouſneſle fake, og 
But ſome Canonifts, and thoſe of no ſmall .note , that zoree the 
determination of the tenth to be only de jure Eccleiaſties, andih 
Is 0 no more: jus Naturals, or drum: Morale is in it, then what coil 
folure 1.;, Mands a competency of means to be given to the Prizfthood, 
17. they. are.mingled and confounded among themſelves , and the 
bottom they have is eicher from the Popes authority or from the Jeny 
alſo many Divines and Schoolmen were at great conteſt , and tat 
| —_ are various as the former, ME” 
& Divines abut this time have had ſeveral determinationgand 
Dogrines about this point, ſome hath held ir, that che tench] eoth- 
dered quead quotums partes, or as it is a determined, part c 
from that number is only due by Law Poſitive and Ecclefiofties, 


. 


bo (21) | 
Li for the ſuſtentation of che Clergy , it is due by the divine 
Law 4 they call it, and ſo they interpret ic from the Levwtical 
Sadent of tyches, but others ſay it is 2 Jadicial or Ceremonial, 
tae will bave it, and that ic hath been brought. into the Law of 
«Goſpel; by Eccicfiaftick DoArine, and Conſticurions, others (a 
j y the 197itation of the Fewiſh ſtate ordered by the Almighty a 
that regatd , per vim obligativum, viz. by a continued force 
wander the Goſpel, and xþat the Church was not only bound to 
2 »but might as well have ordain'd the payment of a ninth or 
heach, this is commonly taught by che old Schoolmen , Hales 
ar, Henricu de gandave, Cardinal Caietan, and divers 


ſecond opinion among the Divines is af thoſe that held 
eto be meer” almes, and nor tobe payed ro the Miniſters of che 
Wd by any parochial.righr, as a neceſliry duty to the Evangelical 
hood, bur chat they might be detained and diſpoſed of ar the 
mes will , eſpegially if rhe Paftor did not well'petform his of- 
»+ of rhis were both ſome of the religious Orders in their preach- 
nd alfo ochers oppoſire enough ro chem in Doctrine , The Dao- 
er and Franciſcan, who began about the yeat 1310, and had 
their Monaſteries great ſtore of Schoolmens wricings , made it 
fulDoArine ro themſelves, chough there was a truth in ir, they 
ttined char it was nor due by divere right, but only due as «lms, 
Rs of charity, not of juſtice or judicial Law, but robe arbitrarily 
ſed of accordingly, to ſuch as took any ſpiritual labour, and with 
mwerce the Mendicants. 
Hewiſeabour $00, goo, and a 1000. and after that tyths were yjde zona i 
ied the Lords goods, and the patrimony of the poor, when as alſo the Confil.Gang.7 
ace] at Nanrs declaredche Clergy were not to uſe them as their Nantz Cour.ce 
i, bur as commended ro their truſt, they were not then given co 
Seroy, but ro be diſpoſed of to the uſe of the poor. 
Fathermore, ar a general Councel held at Lyons , under Pope 
yy rhe rench,, inthe yeare 1294. When Religion was only 
4 cloak for covetouſneſle, and they ſcught their gain , and 
the good of ſouls, ir was then conſtitured that ir ſhould not 
vl thenceforth for men ro give their tythes at cheir own plea» 
mire they would as ic had been before, bur pay al their ryths _ 
Fmemher Church z by which = may be ſeen, that chough the 
| 2 
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22 ) 
people whothen generally were Papiſts and in che midnight of 
pery , did ——_— ovght-to pay rythea then , yet "x te 
Willing co diſpoſe of chem where.chey pleaſed, till che-Popiſh Coup 
cls reſtrain'd cheir libercy. - 

| Butthe great Decree thar ſpeaks moſt plain, and cill which yy 
thing was given forth which did dire&ly conſticuce them, hut tathy 
fill ſuppos'd them as a due by ſome former right, was made at de 
Comncel of Trent in the year 1560, and yet that great Councelid 
lowed che DoRrines of their Fathers, and ſaid , they were due to Gul 
bur had no new authoricy for their great decree, which they. 
manded to be obeyed under the penaltie of excommunicarion, 


Having thus briefly paſt over the Eccleſiaſtical Rate, firft of tl 


Jews ; ſecondly, of Chriſt and bis Apoſtles time ; thirdly, of the 
fare of the Church near to their rime, and che judgement of they 
which are reckoned the molt learned and Orthodox men, and 
thers of the Church in every age , till che yery height of che pap 
domination, and hach given ſome true underttanding in everyager 
the point in hand 3 It will be requifice that ſomerhing be ſad 
particularly concerning this Nation, and the practice thereof, 
what hath' been ſaid with , or againſt chis particular concerning 
Tythbes, ' | Vas 
About the year 600, or ſoon afrer, Gregory the firſt who. was te 
firſt Pope of Rome , (cnc over Auguſtine che Monk into Exg 
Was a Canon regular, by whom Ethelbert, King of Kent, was conyes- 
ed, as they call ic, buc ic was bur to popery, he and his Clergy alay 
rime after followed the example of the former ages, and imitatedite 
praftice of the Apoſtolick prigutive Church, living in common 
on the offerings of their converts , and thoſe that received. they 
joyn'd into ſocieties, and with. the receipt of the Offerings thy 
miaincain'd themſelves, they repaired the temples of the Gents 
which by the advice of Pope Gregory , were nor to be deſtroyed, bu 
to be convertedto Chriſtian ſervice, and builded ſome houſes,nhc 
they called Chwches , in which the Prieſts exercifed their ve 
vings, for then the whole Dioceſſe of Canterbury was indeed it 
only limicted Pariſh in regard of profirs ; and whatſoever Was 1 
ceived through the Devotion of good Chriftians, as they were old 
made up 2 common treaſury for the whole Dioceſle, ſo thatul 


29 matcer of what place the bouncy was offer'd, ſo chat it wat mk 
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& (23) | 

the Dioceſſe, the rruch of chis 15 confirn,'d by that of Auguſtine 
his queſtion ro Pope Gregory touching the Bifhops, whereunco the 
"Trge anſwers, the cuftome, ſaies'he, is generally to make four parts, 
wa, for the Biſhop , for the Clergy, for the poor, and for the repai- 
:yen of Churches , bur he doth admoniſh hin1 in tendernefle ro 
ut Engliſh Saxon Church , that he and his Clecgy ſhould uſe the 
munity of all things, as was in the primitive times in the 
Spofiles daies, bur afterwards having brought a great part of the 
Kaion co cheir faich, they began to preach up the old Roman dodtrine, 


The t1thes owght to be payed to God and boly Church., asthe phraſe 
| ths; and baving taughe the people that pardon of fin, and the joyes 


& heaven were meritted by good works , and the torments of hell 
*maded by charity, it was no hard matter to perſwade chem to give 
tenths and lands, bur alſo their ourward riches to thoſe called 


Feligious houſes ; then here and elſewhere may ceſtifie in this Na- 


has, chey and rhe Clergy had almoſt gorren the third part of che 
"mole land, ſo wonderfully beſorred were the poor ignorant people, 


Fiat had not a Law been again(t ſuch exceſſive gifts, a farre greater 
"pw: of the Nation bad been in their hands 3 Bur how long this come 


ty amongſt the Clergy continued among them, and the free 


rings , fully appears nor, bur that it was nor out of uſe tifl more 


en-one hundred years afrer Aug»ſtines coming , thac is till paſt 


Wu 


| kren hundred years afrer Chriſt , as may be conjectured our of the y,,,, - 


Whmony of Bede, which extends ſo far in the City of London , till exeapia 
wtime of Hexry the third, no tithes, as tithes, were generally Saxoni li 
d, bar only a Decree made, that for every twenty (hiltings renc p;q,,00 


"Ffarthing a Sunday was to be paid, which came to fifty two farthings cenſiir. 


Jerdy, and chis was giver by way of offering, bur was ſuppoſed vincia Ti 


 Axc-ncerning Laws and Canons for Tythes amr ng the Sax. 


Tt 


=, it is reported, that in the year 786, in the thine of Pope 


| Aden, when bis power began to grow great, he ſent two Le+ 
"(& with Letters into Erglani, tor Riformation, as it was 
"Al's; firft co Of -King oft Mercelznd, and Alfewold King of 
"Nnrkumberland, who celi'd a Councel in the Nerth,, and Offs 
ud. Kenu/ph cali'd 2 Coucel for the South, wherein they 


odaiced, That a tenth of the fruic of cheearth ſhould be pay: 
| Faye 


a due , and the cench patt of the yearly Rent © their ger: ta 


otiom, 


"Ao'L | . x 1 W-. 


( 24 
- payed as it wat written in the 290. Moſes 5 and when this: 
Councel had thus concladed by Aifwold, the Ley ater and Ems 
baffadors took all the Decrecs and” Canons of the Councel and 
carryed to' Offs, and he and his Biſhops and Abbors did ſubſcrbe 
it with a Croſs to it ; likewiſe Se/den makes mention. 
That Ethelulfe, King of the Weſt Saxms, in the year $55 by 
made a law, That the tiche of all his own lands ſhould be given 
to God and his ſervants, and ſhould be freed from all Taxes* 
Bat there is greac difference among Hiſtorians about this Grant; 
ſome reſtrain it to che tithe of his own demeſne lands, others 16 
thetenth part of his land, and others to the tithe of the whole 
Nation. | 
Abcut this time heavy prefſures by Daniſh Invaſions,and great 
neo re- Wars came on, ſothathe call'd a Counce!, where were preſay 
> aniw# Bernereddus, King of Mericia, and Edmond King of Eft Anghi, 
ni» ® and they to remove the heavy judgment that was upon thei 
S give the tithe of all the land ro God and his ſervants, 4 the 
phraſe then was: 

King Athel/tone about the year 930,and King Edmond abont th 

os 940, and Kivg Edgar about 970, King Ethelred about to16, 

ing K»wte about 1020 Edward the Confeſfor , and others ofthe 

Saxon Kings,made ſeveral laws for tythes, as Hiſtories do relate, 

Likewiſe the Normnds, afterwards entring this Kingdom and 
ſubduing It, #2» the Conqueror confirmed the Liberties of 
the Charch, Alſo Herr. 1, and Hen. 2, did the like, and King 
Stepben zlſo: 

The Reader may underſtand the principles upon which rheſe 
men «Ged, and the DoRrine then that was believed by them, 
and maintained to be good by Prelates of chat age, That heaven. 
was mericed by good Works, and fins pardoned for works df 
Charity, which works was chiefily reckoned to be good by the 
Prelates of that age, when ſome Monafiry was builded, Churctt 
or Chappel ſocalled, and dedication of lands and goods ſuch 
ay, the health and happinefſe of their ſouls, they had 

r[waded many men almoſt out of their Eſtates, l-aving thelt. 

eirs and children very poor, Many inftances thereof might 

be givenzbut one or two for manifefting the truth of this, KingSte - 
phen in his dayes gave to the' Priory of Eye in Suffolk, as _ 
een 
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[ 2 original Charter of his, made to the aid priory 
wherelo be gives the tenths of all his Manors of Sredbrook, Rade 
ban, Seldia, Bedima, with divers other places, for the pardon 
hi fins, and obtaining the joyes of heaven ; and not only, 
oaare it for the health of his own ſoul, bur for the ſoul of bis 
her and of his Mother, and of his Uacle, and interceding 
gs to the uſe and end aforeſaid. 
*Pkewiſe out of another old Charter, grarited by Raſph. then 
hop of Chicheſter, ro the Abbey of Batte/, the tenths of Yul« 
de, of Hennam, and of Servin, and of Lezeiv, and Badburſt, 
adche rentbs'of many other places to the ſaid Abbey, for the 
kb of bis own ſoul, and the beakh of che ſouls of his An+ 


"Mo out of the Charter of the Monaftry of Kidding in Here- 
hire, in the time of King Fobw, Water Clifford, for the health 
ble Fathers ſoul, and of his Wives and Children, doth give 
te whole Tenths of Hameneſca unto the Church of Lem+ 
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"Fat notwichſtanding the many Laws, Canons, and Decrees, 
Kings, Popes, Councils and Biſhops (alluding to the page be - 
| t every man ought to pay the tenth part of his encreaſe, 
tk was left to the owner to confer it where he pleaſed, which 
wie fo many rich -1hbics and Afonaſterirs, . And till the year 
2 thereabouts, every one gave their Tyches at: their own 
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, which made Pope /nnecent the Third ' ſend his Decretal 

tO the Biſhop of Canterbury, commanding him to enjoyn 

Ky-man to pay. his Temporal goods to thoſe that miniftred 

Fuimal things to them, which was enforced by Eccleſiaſtical 

(lars; and chis was the firſt beginning of general Parochial 
gen of tythes in Exg/and, this his Decretal was admitred, 
enjoyned by the Law of the Nation, King and People being | 


Fo 


wn.”2pifts, | 
he Decree of che Pope receiving all poſſible aſſiſtance from the Jobn Wick 
and the Prieſts, in whoſe behalf it was made, did not on- camplains 
hin (ſhort time take away the peoples thenideſired right ro-give of Fex his 
er Tythes to thoſe that beſt deſerved them, bur did alf' ſo 294 Mon. 
mecd.corrupt the Cleigy, that in thetime of R:chard the ſecond, 
Ric, our famous Reformer, did make a heavy complaint 


a 
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to the Parliament in theſe words fullowing, * Ab Lord 44 Wi 
*where this be reaſon, to conſtrain the r people to fin 
© worldly Pricft, Comecime unable both of life and cunning, iy. 
* pompand pride, covetous and envy, glutronnefſe, dunkes. 
*neſſe and lecbery, in Simony and Herelie, with fat horſe add: 
<jolly, and gay faddles and bridles ringing by the way; wg 
© himſelf in coſtly cloaths and' pelure, and co ſuffer their wins. 
© and children, and their poor [Neighbours periſh for hunks 
£ thirſtand cold, and other miſchiefs of the world : Ah; 
© ſeſu Chriſt, (ith wichin few years men paid their Tyches ad” 
$ Offerings at their own will, free to gcod men, and ablew 
© great worſhip of God, to profic and (airnefſe of holy Char 
* ighting inearthz why it were lawful and needful that a whjhd 
f ly P. jeſt ſhoulddeſtroy this holy and approved Cuftome 'con- 
' © ſtraining men to leave this freedome, turning Tythes .nd Of 
© rings untG wicked uſes, : "7 
A cloud of witneſſes might be brought our of the ancient 
there, and alſo}atter teſtimonies who witneſſed againſt chef) 
and difers Martyrs, ſome wheteof were pur to death, others grie-) 
vouſly troubled, and {uffered long and great impriſonments; 'y 
Jobn Hus, oye of Prague, the famous Reformer Fobn Withiifh,: 
who is ſpoken of before, and Walter Brate, Willians Thorpe, Wi 
am Swinderby, and it was generally the judgment of all 
Wick/ſfians and the predeceſſors of the Proteſtants, the Bolih 
ans being deſcer.ded from the Waldenſes,they did profefſe ind Wil 
out, thac all Prieſts or Miniſters ought to be poor, and tos 
content wich free gifr, or what the people freely cffered thedl 
ſo ſaith ZEness Sylvivs in his Bohemian Hiſtory. 7 
And it is one of Job» Wickliffes Articles, whoſe workratt'e 
much efcemed of by the Proteſtants of Eng'avd and Bohemia, 
deſpiſed by the Papiſts and their Clergy, having bis bones (ality 
up and burnt 41 years after his diceaſe, and bis Articles wats 
| demn'd by the Councel of Cr»ftaxce ; his own words are, The: 
*A0s yther were and are 4 free gift at among the Chriſtians and oulypute 
Fon-PiB- olms ; and the pariſhioners may, for the offence of their Curater, det 
and keep them back, and biſtow them upon others at their cwa will and 
pleaſwures. Vo 
And his propoſition afcreſaid is maintained by that gody 
Mar- 
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% 


Ss fobs Hr: who was burnt for his teffimany at Con- 
3 ords, Thar jbe Clergy are wat Lords 


* 


"46 "doe repent, by the Juſt 


WP; 


yonenc 
*\ 


Werehy, © OO S 
MEſcbi97 in his rreatife pon the pilgrimage of Saine Fes Ex/ebius upon 
Wicer thus, /f thou of poſſe a garment or any other thing, 

ex Pxtream reve ſſity require, and deft not belp the wee 


a rbicfe 14a robber; os. og 
in bis ereatife de ſummo bovo, Chap. ga. ſaich Let I tore df 
Mi bevy 2b4e be is the ſervant of the people, and not Lords _ 
Raw 7: | Peopte, and not LAT 0- chap. 14+. 
Mznd divers more duthars that worihy man Jobs Hu 
Red at'2"difphcation' It the Univerfity of Prague in vindi- 
vt John rich liff ſevencenth article which was ," that 
WW 2 free gift inthe tim: of Chriſlianity,. and accounted at 


he reformed Church ih'"Gereva they live upon free gifr, 


of che State, and 
And 


Winthes of all ſorts.arg taken up for the uſe 
Wor the publick ereaſary. A RE 


And'that A whom made: 
beſg , cho gore acge celljmony againft divers chaſe | 
tothe Charch, i belngthe aig -- TOPery, be va 
lin 4 of Fl pes Clo, Obeſe s brought a zan 
way a very Fr LT ut tythes bow char = * 1 
no  Golod maintenance, In. ir aales he (nh that inthe 
Loy ai Ghry#t Fapea > 
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cannot rn UL ir chang 5k þ, 


but - Chr; «ty f hys ; and o fag wine 6 
liveah pure it wal, by the lahour i f & bas » Win L 
Vari is not greater then bis Lords At which words the B bas | 
wito bim, Gods curſe bave you. and. mine for thus teochy wu | 
further the [aid William Thorpe. ſab that thoſe Priefs th 
tak ththes deny Chritt to becoms's d inthe + Writ whap the Þ oy ? 
ſid beard you ever Lozell ſpeak _ and Terther ts i{\(Þ 
liam ſaith that the eovegeornſnefſs '@ nd pride of the the priefts 4 by 
the vertu: of the Prieſthood, and allo ſtirs up Gogs veng | 
\wpon Lords and Commons, who ſuffer theſe Prieſts charit ty. 


th; Arch biſhop ſaid tou, js Bi(bop Þ that yp) 
Foe arrayed Gy vl 0 doſts SG Tom by him hemorne Ya 
gort every day L gay in carlet Gowny t hen'thow in thy 

are blew Gown : This is an anſwer much like a Lord 8 Je 
ſhep, and a tything Priefi, but I refer the reader to thi 
di(courfſe and teſtimony, of Wilign Thorpe which is largein 
his Aﬀtts ahd Monuments. m—_—_ ' 

+ Likewifc 71/am Swinderby in \ the Acticles that ace cha 


4-o.y: 


F (29) 
aft bio is, ** That for anevil Curate 89 curſe big hearerh AG and Mo- 
Mi acomunictte them for wich-holding of bis tyches is a0+ _ 
but wickedly and w 4 geuing. from them © ** 
git mony » for it faich he that the priqft. or carats: bea 
Wicked man, (as moſt of the tything prieſts are)If the pariſh. 
cs doe pay him tythes, they are guilty before Gad of up- 
wding him in his fin and evil deeds, and further faith be, 
1 zereas  Chrifts Law doth command to miniſter freely 
is the - people, the Pope with his Law (ſells for money; 
Sahereas Chrifts Law teaches his Prieſts to be poor, the Pope 
Katifcs and maintaines pricfts co be Lords- a 
a6 wich him doth agree Fa/ter Brazos, as is manifeſt by the A&s and Mo- 
h des charg'd againit him, viz, 55 That no man is bond Poments, Pag-] 
pay tythes in goſpel timer, 8. That if «he Pariſhoners©** 
SGalt know their Curate to bs bad they ought to bold from 
kw their cythes» z. That it any pried recelye any thing by .. 
Y "my f bargaine or yearly ſtipend jn ſo doing he is a vt | 
| %o end accurſed. 4. Thatjt we be bound t@ pay tythes in 
Ratpel ciones,chen are we debroury to Keep all the whole Law, 
"0 eco lay $han men ary boandeq gne part of the Law & not 
dther is noe true, for this\were 10 prefer one part before. 
».nd to (et the Law againſt it felſ. 5; Seeipg thas 
Anicher Chcift nor apy of his ApoBler, commanded co pay 
UN fandes, i © manifeſt and plain, thas peicher by the Law of 
M6, nor by the Law of Chriſt, that Chciftian people are 
© od to pay tythes, but by mens traditions : And all theſe 
WW Spacation'd were oppoſite to the whole Nation of Friers 
Wamndet order fo ever, who ſuffered grievous perſecution in 
CF aedayrs, whoſe refii yet lives, and will be priz'd in Ge- 
= ops to come, though they be gone toche Sepulchres of 
here. Alſo co cheſe may be added the Articles of the 
who were greatly perſecuted for their Faith and be- 
liſhed about the year 250, wherein a Divine write as 
"E withes ſince the goſpel were denyed,. whereupon theylong 
| þ hook away all cemperalicies from,chelr migiſters. Grrardes 
| oils, allo before Wick life, was hunne for an Heretick, (as 
Church "of Ruwe reckened him; upon this account, 
{the great  Eraſmmur gave the 'common. exaQting of 
by 7 WY Tyches 


f 


bs > 4 


| (30.) 
| © Tythes, in” his time no better name then Tyranyi \'nis 
A  Moveroyer the » Abbigenſer, Bedemontant Procefiancs haw 
P:ul Griſaldvs preferred thelr Religion widiour: corruption longer thewdy 


—anrty ne Church with a miniſtry endowed with FT yeher and Hire, lo he 


onen pare, World, | oo | R 
-' Likewiſe che Primitive times never wanted able T. | 
a3the beft Hiſtories relate , alchough hey lived eirher1 
their labour, or the free gift of them thet were C | 
did cruft their Lord and Mafter, who ſent them oe in hljnwws 
and power, for the Converſion of Souls, this was very wal 
unlike to the Miniſtry of this Generation, who knows nd 
how.te live by Faith nor of the Goſpel, but rather by Jegif 
Tythes, or rather Popiſh Tythes, Stipends, Augmentation, 
Set-wages, Covenants, -and Sallaries, or<lſe the old proved 
is cruely verified, which ſprang up in Popiſh times, Nojeny 
No Pater nofter, for evidence whereof there are hndabe 
England within this twenty years, that when the aforeſaid 
maintenance/was taken away by any temporal Power what- 
ſoever they Nave ceas'd their Miniftry, and laid downhit 
Commiſſion, 'which they ſay they had from-Chrift, and-madi 
voide their Call,and all neceflixy of Converſation of Souls kid 
afide, we might- bring the whole Nation for a T 
this, who hath been obſervant as to the Praftice of the Minh 
firy abone 'the changes of Government which hath happeted 
In the aforeſaid time-- J 2 -v oi 
And the former Chriftians was not ſo diſquiered among 
themſelves with -political complying Opinioris, and Curid» 
ficies, Niceties, Diftin&ions and Contentions, alth 
tad none: of the aforeſaid ſetled Maintenance untill Ca 
tine the Great his time, when they: began to grow rich, ud 
give Lands and greas Revenues to the Church; and'then they 
began ro Controvert and fide in Scate matters, as is ſeerrines 
Comncells of Bafill and Conſtance, and divers other forme 
Corncelh, and grew'inco pride, and idleneſs; and fullaels, i 
fomech that Hiftories fhy a voice was heard from heaven, #v 
day poyſon bath been ſhell abroad in the Church. y 
Great and large are the Teſtimonies that might be gireols 


this particuler of the beft men who were ſuffesers wa 
aitny 


409" 


the greedy covetous hicelings of every age thought it 


hange thing that they ſhould deny the payment of Tythes, 

| cane (ome great, Councells in the-midnighc of Popery had 

acluded chem as dne, ſome one way and ſome another'y, And 

tu Clergy-of our laſt age very unwilling to looſ any thing that 

my be Commodious to f(atirfie their Cuveteguſneſs, though 

have denyed the "py and divers Councells in other partica- 

pet i thie point of Tyths, they wil allow of cheir'conftitu- 

mas Jare divine, and if thac will noc ſerve; having ſolicited 

Princes of divers Nations to make ſome Laws for proviſion 
irtheir Maintenance, becauſe they were ſenlible theis Goſj 
mald not Maintaine them, and now their great: plea is 

| ure bumano , Or as one of the Paſtors pf. the Church of 

nd lately ſaid, He cared not if the Devil: was the author of 

if the Law of the Notion did give him them he wonld have 


the ement, though they will not be (o hardy 
ver it in ſo open and ſhamefull words, but however 
that haye onely the powers of the carth to be their prop 
onely refuge, and fyes to the Hills and Mountaines that 
go but earth, temporary and mutable for their help, tor their 
pand cheic bellies, yet this doth not make voide the Tefti- 
wy of them whoabide in the Faith, and dare fland un - 
ifts allowance in point of Maintenance ; for the work of 
be Migiſtery, as the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt in>the | 
age of the publication of the Goſpel did, but take ſome 
her Teſtimonies that the trath of this may not ſeeme a new 
ag, or as yeſterday, nor onely of the meaner ſort, or of ill. 
memen, but even of learned Rabbres of our latteriages, Antho.Bſh 
A* Antonius De Dominis the learned Biſhop of Spaletto de re- of Spalerro 
bud. Eccleſ, lib. 9. Saich Chriſt himſclt, though be were repub. Ecels 
ard of Heaven and Earth, and the fullneſs thereof, yer 4%. 9- 
*mould nor he be poſſeſſed of great Lands and incomes, 
hough hc faid the Fowles of the- Aire have neſts, and che 
axes have holer, but the Sou of Man hath not where to | 
Stet his head, yer did not he imbetter his condition, although E*ke 9: 58 
bwthe effcting thereot there needed no more then: that he 
ould will it co be ſo, Nc did h: demand Tythes though he 
Was 
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Cor. 9, $, 
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**. (32) 
<« was a Prieft, after the order of Melcbezedech indubita 
© but whileft he went throw the Cities, and Villages 
* the Goſpel, and inftruRting men for the kingdom of He 
' 4nd ewelve with him, ſfeverall women that believed ay 
*« Maydalen, Joanna, Snſamra, and others did minifter 
*him of their ſubſtance; Nor did he otherwiſe inftruft his diſg. 
&« ples who were Embafſadours on Earth towards Man-kiy 
« in the beginning when he ſent them onthe did not bid th 
«© for to receive Tythes, ©t-ceachi people to pay them, bat bid 
«hen ro live upon Almes,catry riot with you Gold nor Sire! 
© nor any mony in your purſes,not a Scrip,not two Coats,noth 
Staffes 5 «ri, for the labourer is worthy of his mer, 


 Thediſicples of Chriſt being thus caught by their great Mil 


< forſaking their lively-hood, and earthly poflefſions live 
«Faith in God, who would not have fent chem abroad, 
«© that he woulddifpoſe the hearts of men accordingly in orthe 
*#totheir ſubſtance, ſo they relyed upon their Converts for 


© neceſſary ſupplyes, and received their benevolence of ſeverdl 


_ Women who Miniftred tinto them, for ſo ſaith Pal, 
<have not I power toeat and codrink, have not Ipowert 
lead about a woman or a ſiſter, as che other Apoftler, the 
«Brethren of our Lord and Cephas, 1 Cor, 9, 5. He atlary 
*and clearly ſheweth how they who ſowes Spiritual thing 
- —_— reap temporal thingy. "7 
«<< Likewife Devid Parexs in his commentary upon Gen, }, 
«and's, and 22. Saith, that Tythes or Tenths were freelyus 
* bitrarily, a man might give them, a man mighe vowthen 
<« or be might not, even as he pleaſed before the Lord, but ws 
&« derthe Law they were commanded to be given to the P.jrly 
© and Levits, henceſaith he, our Clergy men infer, thatifi 
<< were ſo of old, then they are ſo bran, fr this doth notfab 
© low (ſaith he)they had a divine Ceremonial right , but 


© that's now ceaſed ; they bad Tythes 2s a compenſationd 


« that los they ſhould otherwiſe have in land, Ours not, Ours 

{© have Towns, Villages, Manners, yea Countries, and Provie 

* ces) nor isthere any end of their inſatiable Coveconſnels: 

« And he concluder, that when the Levicical Prieſthood dd 

« ceaſe, then did theright of thac Piieſthood ceaſe, andihe 
X « 


viiw 
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wa C33) 
9s: Larry did revert to God, as Governour and Sovereign 


orld. | 

and large ara the teſtimonies that might be given,bach 
ff Ancient and Modern writers, who were the cleareft in 
gic1udements againſt tithes, how that they were noe Gor 
 belmaincenar.ce, neither of Divine right doth belong to any 
alter under the Goſpel, who profefſerh Chriſt come in the 

But what | haye already ſaid in this particular wig 
' efupltcienc, ſeeing ſo large things to this have ans R, oe 
Hobs harids ; but I am the more willing to inſtance divers 
- (hgrs, who by our Proteftancs are owned as Orthodox,chas 


ftrin for which we ſuffer the ſp. yling of cur goods, and 
me perſons impriſoned ;- but that the coverouſnele of che 
Gas 4nd Tiches haye been ceflified againſt by many faithtu} 
wt conflans men in ages paſt, who died in the faith, who 
mach chey be dead, yes their teſtimony ftill lives, and will 
z0d xr ager, But you (hall hear whas Rate the Clergy and 
aiſtry. was io about the time of the Council of Bf in the 
1434+ by Ledgvicus, the Cardinal Arlatenſis, a man ve 
b praiſed for his conſtancy and wiſdome in that Counci 
Rab; Lodevicws (ecing the cowardlinels of the Biſhops and 
n.of the.Clergy,that chey were more afraid to grieve temy 
meal Princes, then afraid co offend God; aud afraid tabe 
wiled of their cemporalicies, rather chan afraid that their 
ak (hould be devoured; Albeit, ſaith be, 5/yaw were true Bis 
Land true Paſtors of ſawlr, you would nat doubt 20 put your lives 
ahatard for your ſheep ; neither be afraid to (hed your blood for 
tp Charch in the canſe of Chriſt ; but at this preſent, ſaith he, 
 nore i£.the pitty) it is too rare to find & Prelate in this world, 
is this age, which doth not preferre his Temporalities before bis 
initgalities ; with the lave whereof they gre ſo withdrawn, that 
rudy rather to pleaſe Princes then God, and confeſs God in 
$ but Princes they will confeſs openly, of whons the Lord [peaks 
Goſpel, every one that conſe ſſeth me before men, him will [ con- 
ebifere my F ather which is in beaven, &c, And contraciwile, 
lord will nec confels him defore his Farher,which is afraid 
vappfels che Lord before meo, for fear of lols of their wore” 
hy | y 


! 
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pay be thereby throughly convinced that this is no new | 


41t: 


f — | :: Fl 
(34) 
ly glories, and temporal riches, -and diſpleafing of Prine "Y 
-fils Hiſto-- hich it may be more largly ſeen in the Hiſtory of weeks " 
ies by Emed <1 of Baſil, pablihes by ZEncas Sylvins. 1:3 
m—_ So-you that doth proteſs reformation; and the Scr 
be your Rule, and your Ancient Fathers to be your exa 
whom the Miniftry of this laſt age hath talked of, and fee 
if you will own-them In praftice 7 do-not reckon your 
ny more as Minifters of Chriſt, who cannot be conteiyy 
his allowance,md let forceing for maintenance by tithes 
to the Prieſts of the firſt Covenant, and let bargaining | 
for Wages, and ferk not hire of them you work not for; i 
if your Goſpel will not maintain you, Neg have you great 


ſon to queſtion it, whether it be the very ſame that 
and his Apofiles preached in the primitive times : and it 
nifeſt, as aforeſaid, that they required no Tithes, Stipe 
Augmentations, or Sallaries, neicher was ever any ſai 
heard of amongſt them, as, bat will you give me, and i 
Minifter t And yet there was no complaine of any 


for Chrift aked his Diſciples when they had been Boe: 
they 


abrbad preaching the Goſpel, they bad neichet | 

nor ſcrip, nor money, /f they wanted any tbing ? -and 

Nay. But this generation muft know before hand, whathais 

be had at ſuch and fach a place, and/what is it - 

Annum, or elſe no Goſpel is like to bepreached there, * 

if any one ſhould aek the Miniftry of this age, by what 

they claim tythes ? they cannot ſay by a better right thent 

Apoſtles bad, nor | hope will not, for they pretend co de'bint 

ſucceſſors of them, And if the extent of their Commiſſoe 

be enquired into, they will give ic you in theſe words wy 

like preſently, viz. As my F ather ſent me, ſoſend I your 

one atk if they will ſtand to this in all reſpc&s, I baveliah 

hope that they will comply in point of maintenance;' hire 
ground fo to judge, even many at this day have boaſted 

of their Call and miniftry, and haye thrown many inco pt 

fon for theſe P eythes, For if a Law or Statute wit 

made for the taking of them away, they would giveort 

the pablication of their Goſpe), which demonſtrates thi Wb 

Commiſſion is not of God, or elſe why ſhould ciking ne | 


D 


the: invalidate them 2 I delice they were tryed, who boa- 
{Calls avd. Commiſſions, Iam afraid we ſhould (ſcarce - 
ane in 500. that would open his mouth 4 for if the 


Eipoecdful to inform the Reader a lictle, rhat when the 

DoArine was received in any Nation, that Nation was 
ſed inco fomany Biſbopricks as was judged ntedful ; and 
ney ibeprick, into fo many pariſhes as were thought con- 
went (for Pariſhes are but of a late eceftion, as to which 
waking may be hereafter (4id)- for till then moſt preachers 
mie ſent out of Aforaſtryes and Religiour Houſes (fo called) 
bo x people at their own. free will did give their tythes 
wintterings where they pleaſed, till-about the year 12co, 


Ell that cime every owner of the nine parts did give the 
w.co the Prieſt, or to the poor, as he- would, Bur after 
Pariſhes being ſet up, and P:ieſts appointed, and tythes 


chem, after 4© years poſlion, what before was owned 
riegitt, is now, claimed as a debt, and preſcription was 
ed. by che Prieſts as their Juſt title ; bat people ſeeing 
elves run into a ſnare, began to contend, bur all coo 
or the Pope being grawn great, thunder'd out his Inter- 
Wagainſtthis Nation, Excommunicated the King, affcight- 
the Subje ts, with his Pulls, ſtuffed with Commination or. 
a; and chat againſt the very point of Arbitrary diſpo- 
ie [ythes : and the Pep: did highly infalt over Kings and 
may abour chis rime, witneſs Frederick Barbroſa, Hen. 6th 
Wiking 7eh7, and ſome others, as the Hiſtories of them 
Memention; ſo that by the power of the Pope Parochial 
Went came juſt co be ſecled, yet notwichftanding the Eng» 
Woliemerts not willing wholly to forget the poor, for 
ge (ak ex eythes were chic fly given, did make divers Laws, 
convenient portion of theryches ſhould be ſet apart for 

of the pariſh for ever, as in the Statutes Rich, 24, 15. 


75 the 4th of Heng. 
ite Pope having by theſe means brought in Tythes, and the 
&" F Prieſts 


5 
-4>; 


G9 | 
Priefts made a pretended tile, by preſcription they 
Courts, called Ecc!e/iaftical Corrs, which remains wo his dy 
(among ther that ſay they are reformed) to recover tha 
tihes by, and the Prieſts came ro be the Fudges of the 'Tayn 
ſo prople might cealily. underftand what might be«xx 
from chem ; yet them that did not pay,no greater puniſh 
could they tofli& upon them but Excommunicationy Yell 
notwithſtanding this general Decree, the Pope did difſpmc 
and did give exemption ro divers O.ders of his Cleric 
called) to free them from payment, as che Hoſpiratterr, Try 
hl and generally to all Jands which belonged to this 
igious Perſons and Houſes, which is the reaſon that divers; 
this day, who bave any Land which ſometimes belong 'dtothM; 
Monaftrxes naw difſolv'd, ſay, they are tithe-tree, BY 
Now when the Pope, by colour of the Jewiſh Layy' 
which tythes were given to the Levitical Priefthood) had 
ned an univerſal payment of tythes to all his Clergy; he 
further imitation of that earthly cabernacle, ſets up q 1 
buildipg after the former pattern ; and therefore to high 
he claims Firſt-fruits and Tenths, as a Succefſour of che fey 
iſh High» Prieſt, Sins alſo he undertakes to' pardon,Cordimbbi 
appointed 28 leaders of the Families, Aires are ordajy 
the head as Aaron had, Synagogues they bullr, now fi 
call'd Churches, with -{Utars like the Fews, with Organs nds 
fruments of Mafick with Singers and Porters, %c, ay 
And into the form of the Levitical Prieſthocd they trinf 
formed themſclves, and this was taught for Catholict Os 
&rine at that time, and yet is flilluphclden, and pleaded WF 
by the Pcotefiant Clergy,thercby wholly denying Chriff 
come in the f:(h, the end of all Types and Fipures, 
wiſe afterward Herr. 8. being a Papift, and belieyingth 
Poper DcAtine, as alſo did his Parliament, made a Law, tial 


every one ſhould ſet out and payhis tithes, as due to Godly 


and holy Church, Alfo a ſecond L:w in his time was mt 

to. the like purpoſe, for great ne«d and reaſon he had, hivng 
diffolv'd the Monaſtrier who hed many tiches, and eirhehid 
them in bis own hand, or ſold them unto oihers, to be bed 
Lay pcfſi ſions. And they hiving no Law whereby to 5 
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va, he made a new Law to cnforce the payment of them, 
Wl reſtrained the Tryall of tithes ia the Eccleſiaſtical 


* 


her him allo Edward the S1x:h, in purſuance of his Fathers 
linade a Law for the payment of praedcal and, perſonal 
as, under penalty cf Treble damages, who allo re- 
id the &yal tothe Eccleſiafitical Cuurt ; theſe Laws ſap- 
wt ithem due co God and Holy Church, therefore they re- 
Sdcyery man to yield and (ex ous their ciches as had been 
Sabmed ; likewiſe ſome Ordiaances were made in tha 
ich was call'd the Long Parliament, in the time of the War, 
added tpon the former Laws, for Treble damages; all 
Sth Laws were grounded on the Popes Decrees and Conſtitu- 
w and his ground is wpon, the Jewiſh Prieſthood, as be+ 
ws made good by Rirong ſuppolal, all which indecd is 
wilour 2vy ere ground in Golgel timer. For a Goſpel + 
I think it not amiſs to add bere by the way a com - 
Sins made to the Parliament, not long after the diifolution 
&&d Mazaſtryes in England, when Liy-men began to poſ- 
opp ppriated- Churches and Tiches into Cheic bands ; bus - 
wiythe words of Loderick ors, ſometime a Gray Friar, &c. Exlicello d:8s, 
char be Lords and Burgeſſes of Parliament Houſe, I re- the compaine 
in the Name of all my poor breihren that are Eng. of £2derick 
n, that ye conſider well (as you will anſeer before the — = _ 
«ot Almighty God in the day of Judgment) thisabuſe, © * 
"ad etoamend it, when ay Antichriſt vt Rowe durſt openly 
bout any vizucd, walk up and down throughout England, 
Mabad fo: great favour, and his children had ſuch crafty 
wo, chat chey had not only almoſt gotten all the beſt lands 
d Sug/ard imo their hands, bur alſo the moſt part of all the 
alt Benefices, both of Parſonages and V:carages, which were 
che moſt partall improperd unto them (the Impropriati+ 
*% beld by chem were much more then anehird of all the 
ih Churchel in England (divided into-three parts.) And 
ten they. had the gifts of any not. inproperd- , 'they 
ae chem unto their friends, of the which alwayes ſome 
werlkarned, for the Monks found of their friends children 
uSchoo!, and chough they were not learned, yer they kept 
þ F 2 © yep 
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©kept hoſpitality, and helped their poor friends ; andif the 
© Parſons were improperd, the Monks were bound to ded 
* Alms to the poor, and to keep hoſpirality, as the wriday 
© of the gifts of ſuch Parſonages and lands do plainly declare, 
© And as touching the Alms that they dealt, and che hoſy 
© ty that they kept, every man knoweth that many thay 
© mere well received of themyzand might bave been decterif 
had not bad ſo many great mens horſes to feed, and hadan 
been overcharg'd with ſuch idle Gentlemen, as was neverow 
of the Abbeys, and if they had ay Vicorage'in cheir hy 
£ hey ſer in ſometimes ſome ſufficient Viear, though back 
© dome to preach, and to teach ; But now that all the 
© withthe Lnds and Goods and inpropered parſonages' beiy 
© temporal mens hands;_1 dos nvt hear'that onebalfe gengy 
© woith of Almes or any other profit comes unto cthepeoplec 
©thoſe Pariſhes, your pretence of- putting 'downe of Abbey 
© was to amend that which was amiſs in them, it was faramih 
© that a great part of the Lands of the Abbeyr, (which we 
© piven to bring up learned men and to keep hoſpirality, and 
© give Almes to the poor ſhould be ſpent upon a few ſuperliidþ 
* ous Monks, which gave not forty pounds in Almes, wha 
© they ſhould have given two hundred pound : It was anih 
* that the Monks ſhoulld have parſonages in their hands, and 
© deale but the twentieth part thereof co the poor, and pred 
ed but once ayear to themthat paged the Tythes of ow 
© nages : It was amiſs that they ſcarcely among cwenty ſtrom 
© ſoufficient Vicar to preach for the maintenance which hey» 
© ceived + but ſee now, that which was amiſs-is amegded 
tas it is in the old Proverbe, It is amended even as the 
© devil amended his dams leggs, when he ſhould haveſak 
© right he brok ic quite a pieces ; the Monks gave toolitde 
* Almes and ſet unable parſons many times in their Benehce, 
© bur new where twenty pound was given Farly co the poor 
© in more then one hundred places in England, is (carceont 
© meales meat given : this is a faire amendment,where they hal 
© alwayes one or other Vicar that either preached or hirel 
© ſome, now there isnone at all, but the Farmer is Vicarand 
© Parſon and all; and onely/an cld caft away Monk or Fil 
« which can ſcarcely ſ:y his Mattens , is hired for 20, 0rJ6 
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meat and dsink, yea and in ſome places for meax 


(and drink alone wirhouc any wages: I know, and not I a- 


"tage, bur 20000. more, knuw more then 500: Vicorages and 
Mhfonages, and thus wel} and Goſpelly terv'd after the new. 
4G perl of England, and fo the Author goes . on in bis come 
lalac, becauſe chat the maintenance was taken away, and 
' here was a great famine for want of Paſtours, 
By all which may be ſeen what condicion thoſe religious 
; ; and Abbies, as chey were called,were in at that time z 
id nvw they onely ſerved co maintaine idle and fuper- 
| Monks and Friers, which did deceive the Nations with 
ſtories under precence of preaching the Goſpel, and 
theſe benefices being taken away from the Papits, their 
Goſpel cealed in England, and have been tranſlated over and 
*Mevnto divers Sets who ſeparated from-them ; buc'tis to be 
Ger that as the tythes and hire was taken away,and con- 
"ied co other uſes, their Se&t did alwayes fall: And icis 
"Samentation-that theſe Tythes, and now forc'd maintenance 
" Shich-was fir decreed by the. Popes 'Ganon Laws ſhould now 
Kholden up by thera chat profeſs reformation and ſeparation 
"mi them, and Striprures to be their rule. | 
"having thus briefly run over the Doftin, Decrees, and Pra- 
and Opinions :concerning Tythes, from the: Apoliles 
downward, we finde them various, as may be underſtood 
Iſa which is befoce written, and the cighc of T ythes was 
| Wiper clear, but remain'd in controverſic evin amongſt the 
great and learned men indivers ages (ince the time of 
"Bri, yea even amongſt the greateſt of P-pilts in thetime of 
Popes dotnination, and in.all ages there were that with- 
vd the payment of them untill this day, 'and many of the 
Kantyrs for char amongſt other things, ſuffered in the flames, 
Ind at great difference they ever were as abour che end, the 
ry, and the uſe of them, as may be hereby collefed 
Io-ſeverall heads: And firſt of all the Tyrthe among the 
} were payed to the Levites and Prieſts 3 Secondly, chr 
tep were noc for the Prieſts onely, bur forthe Strangers, Fa- 
#etleſs, and Widows : Thirdly, When the Levitical Pcietthood 
| —_— away by che coming of Chriſt, the Law tor tiching 
S. was 
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- was alſo changed : Foarthly, Thai neither Chriſt noe his, 
pofiles in their age never received any, por demanded any: 
' Fifcly, That in the begipniag of the Ghacch: for the firſ 30! 
year, whileſt the Simplicity of the Goſpel was , retained; yg 
Tythes was either claimed or payed amoygt Chriftieny? 
-Sixtly, Bur as the power of Godlineſs came to beloſl, and 
the miſtery of iniquity began to work, mens imaginations 
taughtin ſtead of the do&rin. of Chriſt, began to preacky 
Tythes, fetching the ground from doſes writings, that in 
ficlt practiſe ofthe payment of Tytbes, afrerthe apoſtacy way 
entred in, they were not payed as Tythes, but as free 
and as the bouncy of the giver, and were not given forth 
Miniſters maintenance onely, but:chiefly for the poor, lrws 
no received dodrin generally that Tythes onghc to be payed, 
till near 10009, years after Chriſt, 'that the. Pope had ſer upby 
authority and dominion over the greateſt parts of Eye: 
Seventhly, Thar af.er they. were confirm'd: by the Pope, and 
commanded'/to be payed, there was no compuliary law-madx 
but onely excommunication : Eighthly,. After that they wine 
accounted an Ecclefiaſticalduty, 2nd never cal kd a civil 
bur were tryed in Ecclefiaſtical. Courts: Ninthly, |. 4+ 
bout the year 1209, the common pradtice/was for everyone 
to beſtow hiscenchs where he pleaſed: Tenthly, _—_ 
fict broughc in «s. a duty owing to God and to the Charch 
and fo was required & enforced,'and therefore there's nochil 
property or right in him that claimes chem : that firſt fra 
and tenths are bur a late invented thing, & claim'd by the 
as ſuccefſour to the Jewiſh High prieſt as be ſayes + Eleve 
That Tythes were the ſame inthe ground and foundation, 
whether claim'd by a Prieſt, Impropriator, or by 2n; Abbey, and 
differed nothing butin the perſon of him that poſſeſſed them? 
Laſtly, All may ſee thedeclining eſtate, the corruption and 
error that crept in among men, after the power of truth wi 
loft, fo was the fruic alſo, which cauſed ſuch earneſt preſing 
to needfull contributions, and then afterward was ic neceffiry 
for Laws and Decrees to enforce them, bat in the b:ginningh 
was not ſo; while that Purity-and Simplicity of the Golpil 
remain'd, for then cheic Charity abounded, even —_— 
beyo 
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whd "their ability, to whacſoerer need the Church re- 


"it now co proceed to anſwer ſome other pleas which are 
: or in thelc latter dayes, for now the Priefts of this. age 


x0 be aſhamed tro make claime for Tythes 7are Devine, 
"Have bent fo beat out of ther their bole, and: their plea 

bw Eccleiaſtico was but determined in the midnight of Po- 
key, and they are aſhamed go derive their Authority from che 
wor his Dccrets, bat now humane rigtc is pleading, fome- 
| [ gilt of Kings and Princes, others plead the remporal 

| Kirgt 'and Parliaments , others 'plead preſcriprions 
«legal! cight of cheir poſſeſſions, others plead a legall.righc 
irchaſe, and laftly che Priefts they pleade tbe equity of the 

ll he Scrtp- 


tefih ihe New Te ftament for cheir proofe, unto which here» 
"Merſotnewhat is faid, rhefe are the molt precences that:of late 
thbean made by the Priefts of our days, or the maine rea- 
"Tabs chat bath been alleadged for Tyhes ; and firſt whereas 
te ade the gfe of Kings, as onedy King Edbe/wolfſe as be- 
? 


this book 2 ' To! thar is atifwered,” that if ircoald-be 

&, that if thi whole land bed been tin che particular 
n of any ſack King they had ſaid fomethirg, but by 
right could he give the tenth part of all- the: encreaſe, 
alts of the labours of all the people of his Dominions, 
tad ng ttgll propercy'thereie ? but if King Erhelnolfes 
- wuſt be the foundation of Tyches , thei how many 
tg Kirgs and Biſhopy have violated his deed, byap- 
ating chetn to Moraſtries & Abbeys and ſuch like boars, 
ſhews the vanity of this argurment. Another argument 
ſeernes more firong is wo, thac cheremporal Lawes 


of Kings and, Parl:aments fay , By the Law, that they bwve ws 


{7 propriety ro the tenth p wrt as any bath 40'the ninth of their 


Hf. To' ſuch may be ſaid, rhat the Law doth not give any 
{tz propriety either in Land or Tythes, or apy © her things, 
Wdoth only conſerve arid preſerve every man in bis proper right, 
Wether by gift or by piirchaſe, or by deſcen', and doth ſecure 
ub from the injuries or viol:nce of-another, Bur lec's noe be 


wg deceivdd 
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043) 
deceived with a aew formed pretence, lately taken upto b 
the ſimple mindes with a name of legall propriety & civilcight 
for that's but a meer ſhift, for I may give my Land which T hay 
by gift, purcbaſeior inheritance, or I may fell ic, and loca 
they' that ſeemes' co lay claime to Tythes, bur ic matters. wg + 
much what any ſay; when they ſee cheir- other claimes, will; 
ſerve, they would evade and ſhift from one thing to anojher 
blinde people. | p 
Bar les hear what the makers of the Law. ſaith of th 

thoughin 'che | height of .-Papery -,, paſſing by the $ 
tirzes and King Srephen, who in (heir blinde ſupertticion, by 
perſwaded thereunto by the DoArin then cxught of .che Papi 
Clergy, that remiſſion of fins 'was' obtain'd by good wi 
-aforelaid, they gave: divers: gifts and temhs for the heal; 
their fouls, and heir: Fathers ſouls as is aforeſaid ; but 
coine to Henry the eighth, vpon. whoſe Law: all others, 
are ſince made are builded, who io bis time caft off che 
" Yokeg in that At :concerning Tythes itis declared, that Thiby" 
- were-dae to God and holy Church, and they blame men for being 
ſo wicked as not to, pay them. and chereforechat Law is made; 
and here is the ground of thgir Law, viz. nat any proper; 
civil right in Pciefts or others, for the Law requires them&/ 
due by Diriceright, and therelore cannot be, by any 
temporal right, (for -2 man to claime that by humaneny 
from humane law, which commands them as due to 

boly Charch as, that Srat. of Hen, the eighth duth) is bats 
mee: juggle and deceit, and chat Law of Hen. the eighth, and 
the refb ſince, \'takes them as granted due ro God and b 
Church, buc if they be not, but onely ſuppoſed as a 

then the Law cannot be binding, as they are in all the $4 
tures. fee 0 | 

That Tythes. were never till of late pretended a civil right, 

is plain, for as they were impoſed by the Pope, fo they arerys 
able in his Ccurits, and thote very Statutes which do Neck 
made by late Par iaments, appoint them to be tryedin E 
aſtical Conris + And the A of 32. of Hen theeighth, T 
are their called, Spiritual gifts, and thercfore no remps 
civil right, for before the diflolution of the on :ſtrier in 


©. #. 


, (43) 
bib s d; yes, they wirk never called a temporal right, 
; what i» the property that is now claimed?” It cannot- 
K Obeg bo pites wht hs ole ba lgech iy Tyres 
Ek when be parrs © elquferh his Tyrhes, 
thr che rot | 5-9 be in'th the Pike f; but Ic was fl 
F dye £6 of rub chat? Ic was a P 
- en f Tythes were $d's yed tot, bow (hould'che righe 


"i 


aol, 3 the wf cAfice being; land La ity and hs Pope zIfo chat 


&& who, pleade*glegalt right by ſcription; biceake 
Ky Tf HED wp. chey j dgechenk 
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money for «lien, and may many have no other Su 
hae =o it derhr t in che root & nd 9m 
ri Prieſt or Impr op es, by 


lxlnp wha "ha Gl had no gogtl tile, theſe thay 
derived tur gs but beivg ic wy K'v 
King or ons ory ry ety oh hut the whole Nati bs 


the benefic of their moneys, and rhe Nations was eaſed in od 
taxes and ſublidies and cp ns ny wakeeged =. ouldby 


£0me the Nation at 
— $ ic is equica tg te Nag ] = 
Cher 1d, that the mas. ould way "hek DObER 


Ae args of He ; ZE Nacton + ap 3 fi TENG rf 


tio 
ot wie l ny jon Ja genes =; a 
that the rate be moderate;for ic is IENES.: d 
that the value SI lictle, and therate ſmall LAY 
6 tp | Bogen 0 mp mags aan hu 
moe, 


| api temp, oY: whit which Wag LS ' 
a Þ » nd theſe MMoneftric; were to finde a fi F 
Prieft or Gra wh _ had his allowance out of (| 


Hr neo - 
i een 'ex,..af Te iver You chepin ann 


naſtries ; hel _ harp 
eunapahenr xanga: e, a2 way beſeen at 
ka Vicar: ples | 


8 Ta call 
ja bs the Lawes were eres Parliaments, the re 
People, Faw chowgb' rhet e51bes. were net due 6+ 


give tyther; becauſs 4; es owne, they being 11 
oſs, This Fg 8 a price donation of "oo 


o binde theme! 
potonely fo chin pa Fr ar A ms by nc bY 


ft, bat is 
AQ nevec intended any ſuch bby for ic giv io 
commands ..what was given before, \and-»$ to on 


ther Laws that Privcer, Poliamons, Popes, —— 
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ww * ever cle was by any man made nbd 1m 4, 
I fince Chriſt Jeſus carde in the fleſh, joyn'd alf togerher, 
TT doe they all or anyof them binde the conſctenee ? for if 
Tllkds be aot due by the Law of God, as hath been proved be- 
" athetbchey are nor, who hach fcr'ehent ap-? che” Laws of 
Cllache beſt, and what i« manor the fons of men, chit 
| ws: in theplace, where God difanuls bis own com- 
Heb. 7: 12. As is manifeſt inthis point'of Tythes by 
adent: Scriytute, verily ie ts —_ obey God then 
FChrilt hath-noc put that power into gny menShands 
6 COMPU maintenence for bis Writes, fceing 
his Apatties.-and Miniſters, their praftice was'ather> 

| p——_— eg r = 
fs - Baz ſame may ay barb wor the! Mfayiftrates, Power as 
nt command: the payment of them to Monifbers whom 


P ; 4 4 : 
446 ſoas Magiſtrates, then the 7ark, Tartarians, and 
pied - Magiltzaces have chelike, bur ic may be fald, 4 


Then may not France wnd Spative, and Lalyclaim 

far what dlacion- in Evwpe willnot fay they have 
Magiftracy, though a for art of theta be 
| 1ay not the Ra by #« good tiglht claim and 

dl maintenance for Minifters as FHenyy a lgth, 
w-octher could or can doet bur I would not be miſtaken, 
|  abouc 1q lufſen the Magiſtrates power in things. 
watal and . civil, as toraiſe taxrr, affe nes, or. ſu 
zor- other chrages for the lervice, defence, an1 
bhcing of a Nation, bur Fdiftinguiſh  brtwhx: y- ' 
hand juch azare called  Spiriteat, and ſo giyeunto { 
whings-cthac/ace his, and 'unco Godyghe' thingy that are hi 

rac 'things or temporal things they have power from 
ho mate Laws, and preſerve a Netion jn peace, and .to 
execs for . the well being of « Nativn, becauſe in fuch 
[3 7 aretheir own Miſterss but im marcers of) Religi- 
ad Spiticual chings no man. obght tobe impoſed upon, 
wry one mult give an account co Chrift, who is the head 
WC: ur ch, and muſt ſtand orfall to bis own Mafter : But 
W Law had been juſt in commanding Tythes, can it be 
G 2 judged 
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judged equall to give treble damoges, [Where they are nct pup 
jaſt- due 


Gent. #1 
ill doe it« 


is this a-man himſelf :c0 fer ne 
of bi} own 8c 

ime ſerver, a one, Or a turn-coat, and fo to mules 
man (in. againſt his aws conſcience, .or elſe rake cen folds 
much, apd nat onely. ſo; but force him to ſwear or ecomie 
him to peiſon, there .to lye/without bope of «ny:xeliefe 
Prieſts 1s ney. this the wages of unrighteouſnefle that- heres 
ll {art.rg about peg ol truics,and mortuaries ih 
like, which are ng ocher chen che ſnperſticiousreliques ofPopays 
OJid but che Rulers and Maga know and conſider what 
havock is made thr the Nation, what driving of goods) 
Oxen out of the plow,” Horſes out oftheir teames, the Cons" 
from poor and indigent children, and what carrying of povy 
and pans, and kite, apd fetching away the cloatheoth of 
poor peoplet beds, me. thinks it bould make the Nations 
ſhamed \of ſuch cruel pratices g-or cle of ſuch Prieflvand 
Tyches as are the caule of all thisz manifold inftances | might 
give about all cheſe chings up and down the N a—_ 
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has 1 would not trouble the reader too much. becauſe 


te have been publickly. made known betorey other hands 


{There are ome! other that bave claimed Tyches and a pro= 
ncery-in chem, as that they are right by a divine right, and for 
iglrades- 1he Lew of Moſer ; bur as to; that I hall nor fa 
mack more, neither is there any neceſlity for it, —_ 
a mot of che Miniltry-.are aſhamed, co make his 


= Ocbers bave pleaded the Decrees,, Canons, and Copfticuci- 
mot Popes, and General Councils, Bilbops and :Convocati- 
0; aud thele bave faid that Tyihbes are due by an Ecclelia- 
Sl Right, and by thas right generally under che Papal 
";Y thenelalond chety, god oO paid chem: Apd Fr 
cantinuec e Popes Supremacy was calt © 

Dov. the GE chen' he Tx Et fruits and Tenthe, 
of this plea many are aſhamed, or few will own as judg- 
abe ground too weak to clain ig by, on Ecclcfuſtical. 


fly,' The main and great plea, of- the Miniſtry of this laſt 

That Tytbes are not due by the Law of God, becauſe 

yas limited only to the land of Iſrael, and tothe:Levites, 

Wy they ſay the equity of the Law is flill.in force, which. 

pugeth all co give a conjpe ent maintenance for the Miniſtry 

tho maintain this, they bring in all the. Scriptures of che 

a Teſtament which ſeemech to encline that way; and be- 

they know of no. other way for maintenance, bu by. 

z as they are ſuppoſed now to be. eftabliſied, many 

ignerantly gore aboutto make igferences and conclus. 

| them, az to prove their aſſertions. Bur to all. which 
murn this anſwer : 

Ihat theſe plead not for Tithes properly, but for a maintes 

ee by wav of Tithes, as they ſuppoſe moſt convenient, Cc, 

ihe & & Scripruce they 'brivg in, is Luke 1.1, 41, Lox pay 

' mint ard rue, and all manner of berbs: as alſo, Matth. 

F4 3. Tou pay tithe of munt, and anniſe, and cammin. Alſo Lak. 

612+ / ans not as this Publican; 1 pay tithes of all that I poſ- 
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Tris anfwered, That Chrift ſpake this to the Jews ond 
Phariſees in Me cime when the Levicical Pcieftbood was not! 
ended, and they were bound by the Law, whileft je was'of 
force, to obſerve this Ordinance amongſt the reft, which 
were in the firft Covenant, which was fanlty, which conting” 
eduntY che time of Reformation, vie, Chrift was offer. 
ed op, and ſaid, It i finiſhed, and wes the ed of the Lawfor 
righceoſnefſe unto alf that belfeve ; but it Is manifeſt thac the 
Jews then, unto whom Chriſt ſpake, were not believers, by 
were ſuch as yithfiood the Son of God, and did not receive 
bim, who wes the ſum and ſubſtance of all the types and ſhy 
dows of that Covenant; and fo this is great ipnoraencety 
conchude that becaufe theſe 'Scripturen are written inthe 
New Teftament, fo called, that therefore Tithing is a 
Ordinancey* for it is manifeſt that 'theſe Scriprares had 1&tx 
tion to the Jews who-were nnder the Liw, and notum 
che Goſpel ; errand mmm reds Bit © 
though e Righe have , and are 
ſome, but few are now left that will only ftand ok A 
if Tithes be abſolutely due, as by the Law of God, now 
ſtome, iption, priviledge, exemption, difpenſation11v 
or enticns of men or men, can 2cquir any r_\ 
utmoſt penny of the tenth pare; but ſcarce the temh P 
in Englend-payes Tithes in kind, and many plead ther 
are Tith-tree, and pay none at all; but if any will hd. 
this, and plead Divine right, chen they are tobe payed ail 
received for the end and uſe for the which they were 
manded, for the Levier, Strangers, Poor, the Fathorleſi 
Widew, and/then, where is the Improprjators ſhare > And ſoot 
Lawyers of late, of very good fatne in Eng/and, have | 
ven their Judgemerit, Thac Tiches are noe dneby the'Law 
of God. 


- Other Scriptures they ſeem to plead: for the receiving of Il 
their Tiches, 2s Kom, 13, 7. Render theveſoreto all their duty 
Tribute to whom tribute is due, And Matth, 22. 21, Gienati 
Ceſar the things which are Ceſars, and nnto God1uhe things which 


art Gods: 
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1x Heſiv. Herein is a clear diſtintion betwixs the thioge 
ate Ceſar, and the things which are Gods ; this (peaks 
of Tribute, and Cuftome, . or Taxes, or Adements, 
thi Civil Magiſtrate doch claim by Law. and by Gu- 
. for the preſervation cf a Nation, or confervation of 
wah In proper and particular right 1 and heceia 
look he to.render Subje&ion and Obedience, not of» 
of wrath, but far Coglcience fake. But theſe Scri- 
Kath 0 relation to Tiches al nar forc'd mainte> 


= Objef. But it may be objeed, Hach not the Magiſtrace 
| command oc wake Laws for che paymanc of Tenthe, 
other part he will co the Miniſtry ? 

"(of This was anſwered before; If God diſavutted his 
Cottmand, H#br, 7. for the payment of Tithts; who 
"we man that be ould make a Law, as well co con- 

that his Command, as alſo on the contrary to efta- 

hem? And Geeing the work of the Miniſtry Þ the work 

for converfion of ſouls ; and «bux_ be ts che Lord 

ſ- Nw he providech rar Labourers «nd: Harveſt- 

a he ſends out, ſo that there need not any out- 

in Law made in this particular. The Miniſters of old 

""meded not, though believers were but few 4; and the Miniſtry 
Ati age ryckons whole Nations to be Believers, and yer 
"they dire not; rely upon them for their ſubliftance, but runs to 
* WH ftemporal powers, to make them a forcing Lawtorſtabliſh 
henonce, wn demonſtrates they are no true be» 
ch 1, whom ch to be ſo, or «l(e, that the Lord of 
; pp Boer feat. che m forth z or «l(x, that chey'" do di- 
e Lord of the ok ho, zhey Gay, ſeat them our. © 


SES ST LEA TIS. 


Other Scriptares are brought to plead for Tiches, or #« 
LD rs of them, and forced maintenatice, as 1 Cor. 
I alt mot mural the mwh of the Ou tbat erradarb. 
be rorn, &c- cat i Who plants 6 Vineyard, ad ents not of 
wit thereof ? and hs ſeeduh. 4 , «nd. 2atab not of the 
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1, s it a great thing if we ſhall reap your carnal things, 
Anſw, 
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of the frick? Ver, 11. If we ave ſows unto you ſpivienat = 
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. not only (o, ' but eyen from natiirat chiti 
are largely caught their dacy cherein, ro diſtribuce anda 


-watfare of 'the Lord; 'and' to plant'tnf the V 


| muzied ; 
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Azſw. Unto all which 1 anſwer, That they which dobe: 


'Jieve, and havereceived ſpirimnal things indeed, that they 


epjoyned by the Do&rineof Chrift, and of bis Pye 
£8, all. chat belles 


COm- 
municate freely'unto them who labour in word and doftrine, 
and are ſene out in the work of che Lord, that they becon- 
fortably provided forby them that are parrakers of hea 
ly and'{pirikual things from the Lord; as ro go on 7 

Vineyard of 
ea, ardir is agreed that, the. Minifters of Chit 


Lord ; y 


: not do theſe things at their own charge ; but if chey tn 


not be-muzled: chit treads got the Corn,” y«c they 
muzled that treats out'no Corn, bur runs 'ramplng 


the Lords fields ant ſpoils ©clie' Corn, theſe obghc. i he 
A - 


io, they thet watch" bk ich, thongh they wi 
of wilk of abe flock, er they thar Kill hn haart 
and feeds dlemd:1v6s' wink) the far, and cloaths tis 
with the Wooll; andworryey the Limbs, chey 6i 


ear of che milkof' the Lords fock 3 and of ſack a hey reck 
- on Unbelicvers and Herericks, and they looks upon, bel | 
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| ers of bis koje. Ver. 13, And do you not know that 
who moniſtereth boly things, live of the things of the Temple, 
the) that wait at the Altar, are partakers with the Altar,even 
Chabihe Lord ordained, that they why preach the Goſpel, ſhould 
al the Goſpel, Upon theſe Scriptures, as uponithe for- 
inferences hath ben made to prove their lawful receiv- 
wot Popilh Tiches, and forced maintenance, 
k Apoltle having cravelled and laboured in the Goſpel 
+Ohcift among the Corinthians, afterwards wrote unco them, 
arting them to ſteadfaſtne(s in the Faith, and allo re- 
ing the diſorders that was amongſt them, which was 
rin, in bisabſcace, which wa: ſown by them of che Cic- 
adn, who boaſted themſelves againſt Pavl, and led a: 
wethe heart of the Corinthians from bim, as mich as in 
a jay, into che liberry gf che fleſh, and looked upon Pas! 
i baadage, wheccunco che Apottl: uſerh plainnelle of 
back, and cel]s chem, chat doubrletſe he was as an Apoſtle 
wen, and magnifice his Office, and declares alſo his pow - 
eubich be bad received from Chriſt, as he told chem, ver, 
"Hove vot we power to tat and to drink, And [ and Barnabas, 
it we pow2r t) forbear wrking? doubcleſſe, yes: It was 
fame char Chriſt gave unto his Diſciples when he ſent 
wa forch, wich them that are worthy co ſtay, and to eatand 
nk what was ſec beforethem ; and doubtlefle they had 
wer. co. forbear labouring wich*cheic hands, but they 
Ir cot alwayes uſ: ir, leaft they ſhould ſeem barthen- 
bas, but labourcd rather to make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
pur charge; ſo this which is-alledged as out of the law, 
ihe, <qualicy of ic, as the Ox norco be muzled when .he 
We our che Corn, and a Huzbandm in Ploughs in hope to 
aCrop; and the threſher threſheth in hope to get out 
ron ; even fo, he that miniſtrech in Ward and Do@trine, 
ihe faich and hope, is alſo made parrakers of his hope,and 
mak. noc co war of his own charge, but Chriſt maketh pro- 
Won for them, and opens che hearts of people to contribute 
kely in the work of the Lord, and for his ſervice, And fee- 
the Corinthians allowed this power unto others, who ſows 
Wiidentio 1 among (hem, the Apultle urgeth ic chat he much 
H more 
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more had power, though he had not afedic, And 
like as they that miniftred at the Temple, who were partala 
of the Alzzr, as God bad appointed them ; likewiſe now thy Wc 
that preach the Goſpel; Hve of the Goſpel, as God hath «, # 
dained ic.. But that' clauſe, ver--14. | ever ſo} hath deal | 
ferably ftrain'd by this laſt generation of teachers, az 
they that preached the Goſpel ſhould live of Tythes, even a 
they, viz. the Levites that miniſtred ax the Altar, did live of 
the Offerings and Tithes that pertained eo:the Altar. » Ji 
there is no neceflicy to underſtand the words [even þ 
thereby to infer, that they who preach the GJuſpel ſhould lin 
of Tiches ; butas the Levites liv'd of Offerings nnd Tythe, 
thas miniſtced at the Altar in their day; even fo, they tharm 
niftes the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel in their day, ad 
be content with Chrifls allowance, And, zs the A 
ſaith elſewhere, baving food and raiment, to br therewith contey, 
for to live of the Goſpel, is not to live of Tewiſh Tithes; « 
Popiſh Tithes, nor forced Maintenance, for this is 
' to thepraftice of the Miniſters of the Goſpel; for we gent 
read of #8ay commandement given for payment of Titheras 
der the Goſpel, neicher exhortation to- any, neither repre 
henſion of any for not paying, in all the writings of the& 
poſtles; fo that we conclude, there is none due, neithe 
ought to be received by any Miniſter of the Goſpel ; bt 
people being generally taught, chat the Scriptare is thefouts 
dation of Faith, and praQtice of Chriſtians, The teacheryof 
the laſt age, they know that people will expe& co have ſome 
ground or Scripture for proof of their arguments or ple, 
and they not having what they could deſire, brings ach 
chey can get, miſerably turning 'and twineing, perverting 
and firainivg theſe and the like Scriptures before mentioned 
to blind people withal; but the day is manifeſt chat diſco 
vers all the crooked paths, and windings, and turnings of 
the old Serpent, and miniſters of unrighteouſnefſe, and wage 
of uncighteouſneſſe. 

But another ſeemingwhold, is, 2 Cor. 11,5, 7 robbd oher 
Churches, taking Wages of ther, to do you ſervice. ab 
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Helw, Here the Apoſtle ſhews how he had behaved him- 
Ghacongh them , t h be had power co eatand to drink 
ho forbear labour, and to recrive of them (to wit, the 
Ginbsan-)thoſe things needful,yet he had not done fo for fea- 
given, before mentioned, and in divers other places, 
foagh- be ſaich, whileſt he was preſent with them, that he 
ted, as in ver. 9. And had preached the Goſpel freely un- 
them, vere 7. and did not uſe his power as aforeſaid, but 
wilved:(omerhing from che Brecheen of Aacedonia, which 
freely given and minifired by them, amongft whom he 
kdminiſtred before; and he made uſe of this, even while he 
min che Corinthians work : and this he cook, being offered 
hip by the acedirians, that he might preach che Goſpel 
among the Corimbionrgand this he reckoned as wages, 
wartaking from orhers, that be might ſerve the Corimthi- 
and that be might keep himſelf 'clear, and noe be bur- 
;but this was ingratefully done of the Corinthi- 
witeing it was that which they freely allow'd unto them, 
id deceived them tg wit, falſe Apoſtles : but what doth 
Uithis- prove for Tiches and forced maintenance? even na- 
ingot all; but on the contrary, proves receiving freely 
was given freely by them, unto whom he had 

j freely , and che ingratitude alſo of the Corinthians, 

willing to anſwerall thePleas and arguments that 
m1 heard,aod al che Sctiptutesin the NewTeltameni(fo cal- 
Wabich bath been broughc Io for a plea, by the Miniſtrey 
db lf age, that cheir cover may berent, andtheir vaile 
6 away; and the fceblenſſe of their arguments ſhewed 
that people may ſee, they are wichout foundation, or 
fgounded borttome for theſechallepgcd Tythes and forced 
nce : and that all mzy ſee we doe not ſuffer impri- 
kantat, and (poiling of our goods wilfully, or ignorandly, 
d©oar abiding inthe Do&cin of Chriſt, and keeping $gd- 
lite the: o:dinances, and order of the Golpal- in the pureſt 
ine of che publicacion thereof ; buc take ' one other Scripture 
Hich they alledge and 1 have done, which is, Heb, 7, 8. And 
nes thit dye doe receive Tyther, but there he receivah them of 


ew is witneſſed that he runh. 
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Anſw, Unto which 1 anſwer, becauſe this is written inthy 
New Teftament ſo called which they ignocantly call the Ge 
ſpe]; therefore becauſe this word ( here } is mention- 
ed In the Scripture ; they have (concluded that the Miniftay 
of the Goſpel doe'receive Tyrhes, which they as miſerably 
wreſt as they doe the words (even ſo) for here the Apoſtle ig 
exalting the Prieſthood of Chrift above the Prieſthood of Lei 
and ſhews that Melchizedech was greater then Abrahon; ther 
wboſe order Chrift was made an High Prieſt, and that Lai 
payed Tyther in Abram utito Melehizedech : and theſe words, 
Here men that dye receive Tythes, hath wholly relation unto 
Abrabam and to Levi in that Covenant, and not ſo machss 
any ſhadow ac all of paying or receiving Tythes in the ſecond 
Priefthood , for if.perfe&ion' were by the Levirical Priefihood, 
what further need was there thas another ſhould ariſe after 
the order of Melchizederb : And all the aforementioned Scripe 
rures, which are the greateſt ſeeming ground that the Minilty 
of this laſt age pretend Tythes and forced maintenance from, 
proves nothing at all, but rather'to the contrary, as hath 'bun 
ſaid & much more might be ſaid ; for it is maniteft that allthe 
Miniſters of Chrift never received any T ythes or forced mainie- 
nance from the world, who were in the unbeliete, netthad 
them who were not of their Church, nor of ſuch as theyrs 
ckoned as Hereticks, but'this laſt:generation of Apoſtatets 
ceeds all that ever went before themgin Covetoulſnefſe ; if they 
be bur remaining within ſuch a Pariſh (which was firſt ſetup 
by the Pope and his Emeſſaries, and ratifyed by the Princerot 
the Earth, that have drunk the w hores Cup) whether they be 
believers or unbelicvers, prophane, Schiſmarickes, or Het 
tickes ; yea or ſuch as they'l curſe and give up to Satan ; Tyths 
and forced wages, mortuaryes and oblations, beſides many 
other things thas they claim as due, this they wult and will 
hawk and will te]l you he that Preacheth the Goſpel mult 
- live'of the Goſpel? O ſad generation who fills che woild 
with darknefſe, and blindes the mindes of people, may it wt 
truly be Gaid'and looked for 3 thas which was Propheſiedoi 
old, attd came to pafſe concerning the Levitical Prieftbood, 
when chey had violated the Commandemencs of che _ 
o 
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ſake ſhall Ston be plowed as a Corne field, and Jeruſalem 
x 4s beapes : and truly I doe reckon it ez one of the maine 
ſons of the Miaiftry of rhis laſt age, . which-ſhould 
been leades of the people, but have cauſed them co erre ; 
the Nation hath been plowed up and turn'd over as a huſ- 
kipdman turnes ground, and therefore the Nation hath not 
ajojed its reft, nor the Land its Sabbaths ; neither I look 

or can doe, whileft cheſe abominations are held up, 
"Likewiſe, Let all the now callV'd ſeparated Churches be 
_—_ tryed, who reckon that they are ſeparated from the 
ord, and yer many of them have received pay and wages of 
toſewho are of the world, for their teachers, who ſend none 
@ at their own coſt, to preach to the world; and this is 
wp hypocrifie and an abominable thing, and here alſo che 
of our preſent age might learn wiſdome (feeing that all 
minifters'of Chriſt never received any maintenance from 
world, or from them that did not look upon them as mi- 
mw of Chriſt, nor own them as ſuch) to with-hold their 
$ from upholding any with their worldly (word, or com- 
others co maintaine them by their penall Laws, bur to 
we Chriſt Kingdome to his owne rule, who is Lord of the 
krveſt, and ſends forth labourers, and hath ſpiric and life, and 
=: and wiſdome to put upon them, and give unto them 
who chaſes whom he plcaſeth, and will not be limited, who 
fat forth Fiſher men , Shepheards , Herdſmen , Plough men , 
Tillers of ground, and Keepers of fiixckes , who ſpoke 
Loo words, -and reached” to the conſciences of men of 
s meaneſt capacity; and yer our litterall Rabbi:s cannor 
mderſtand, who are yer wiſe in the worlds wiſdome, gathered 
Inv Schooles and there Study, and learn atrade, and trades 
mh theic words, thereby to get their livings, and what 
Grine as ſuites the times ; that they ſtudy to uphold theic 
enance. In the time of Popery they ſtyudyed the Popiſh 
ain, and preached jt to the Nations, in thetime of Preſacy 
ky changed to a New form, and when that was lai'd alide ; 
Wotery ftep'd on the Stage, and thit D.G:in and worthip 
maltudied and preached, and the Univerſicyes an4i Schovles 
out ſuch as would ſui: that time, then afrer tha: [ndepene 
d:'1fy, 
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deney that was propagated, and then the Uaiverſicyes anq' 


Schooles ſent out ſuch as would fſaig that cime, and now &. 
piſcopacy is itarted up from the grave, and all the former laid, 


{ide, and look what pleaſech them beſt which bath the great 


livings to diſpoſe, and that is ſure by chem to be cryed up, and 
ſiudyed and preached, and bere's the ſpring of the teachers, the 
Univerſityes and Schooles ſends forth, who wheeles abcur ary 
way to preſerve them in eſteem and in cheir maincenances, _ 

But ler the Rulers and all wiſe men conlider , that Chrifls 
love to the world for whom he died is not leflened nor abated, 
neither is his Spirit diminiſhed , nor bis power ſhortened that be: 
will not , or cannot ſend forch fic Miniſters for his ſervice, or tha 


he needs Univerſities or Schools, or Magiftrates to provide mains. 


renance for thoſe that he ſends forch, for ler. che Magiſtrates loak 
to their own Kingdom which is of this world , and to reftraingnd 
puniſh che evil doers therein, and to encourage and proreR the 
200d, and then -all would be agreed, and the Nations preſerv'd 
and kept in peace and quie:n:ſſe , every one enjoying his tru 
liberty and freedom in the things that are ſpiritual , and which 
belong to the Kingdom of God, and herein would be no derti- 
ment at all ro the Magiſtrates , or the Kingdoms of the world, 
nor any dimunirion from their power ; and. oh that they might 


learn wiſdom, and as they would nor have men to entrench upon 


their prerogative and power , a8. it is not meer , ſo likewiſe chat 
they would not in:rench upon the Soveraignty and power. f 
Chritts Kingdom which 1s over all , and do we not ſay , thine s 
the Kingdom, the power and the glory, and know this, that his gl0« 
ry he will not give unto anothers and let me ſpeak freely th 
main reaſon wherefore the Nations have been broken into (rite, 
and fraQtions, and warre, is becauſe many men hath made aniny 
road, and anintrufion upon the Soveraignty of Chriſt , anda 
gainſt ſuch his power hath and will ever curn againſt , becauls 
they will not allow him that is the molt high to rule and reign 8 


Kingdomes and the conſciences of men ,' which he alcne hack - 
right redo, and this power, honour, andglory the Lord hath | 


nor given to any other , nor,yet will do, but to. the Son of God 
tne Lighr of thz world, the life of men, and the Saviour of maſts 


kind, and what is man or the Sons of men, that they (hos 
{trive 
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Wee with the Lord in this thing ; Let all che Rulers of the 
+ confider berimes z Was not this 1t that deſtroyed the whole 
Naion of the Jews 2 was not this it that confounded all the Ro» 
s Adoxarchs,and brought them all to a miſerable end , becauſe 
would not ſutfzr Chriſt ro- be head among the Chriſtians , 
alſo how many Princes, though otherwiſe wiſe, have lolt their 
xs.and Kingdoms , becauſe they would not ſuffzr Chrilt to 
dominton in his peoples hearts , bu: perſecuted them for 
ing bis Statutes , and then his power turn'd againſt them, as 
kexperience bath wicnefled in many Nacions, and chiefly by 
&imRigation of the Miniſtry of every age fince the Apoltafie 
aned in 4 have ftirr'd up the remporal Kings, and remporal 
tines to make Lawr, and ro compel all co obey them, and have 
miſſed ic upon the Magiſtrates, as their duty , when their Goſpel 
wild not mainrain them co make Laws for chem ; to compel peo- 
give them tyrhes, and forc'd maintenance, and hire, or elſe 
mi dceadfully complain upon the Magiſtrates, as that Chriſt was 
lalebehotden to themyif they would nor compel & force accord- 
ww thePriefts mindgthey have chen judged them as lukewarm, & 
teligious perſons, and ſuch as had no care of the Church of God 
L; and thus the Pope and Prelates of every age downward un« 
Wikis very time, have put on the Magiſtrates and Rulers to 
drudgery for them, and mtermeddle in thoſe things 
ach properly and ſolely belongs co Chritt Jeſus, or elſe have 
bd up the Princes of che earth co make war one againſt another, 
al co vindicate their covetovs and ambitious quarrel, which 
&s only a ſelf-ſecking, and pride, and nor the honour of God, 
the proſperiry of his ſaving truth; and ſo greatly wrong'd 
& Princes .of the earth, buſying and troubling chem with their 
m coverous and ſelf-ſeeking sffaires ( falſely calling ir che 
Gurch affairs ) and for the honour of Chriſt, when they have 
fied cheir own neceflary and urgent affaires in many Na- 
and Kingdoms tothe great harm of. Princes , and detri- 
co che Nations, and rrouble to the people, as 1s evident in 
kiſory of divers Chriſtian Princes, from the cite of Conſtane: 

wuncil chis very day 1664, 
Oitis ſad and lamentable to behold how Emperors and Prin» 
tave been gull'd and cheated by thcſz petiferous , worldly , 

as 
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and carnal Prieſts, who bave not minded the Law of Jeſus Chrg, 
nor the converſion of ſouls, but their own bellies, and to be chieh. 
ly medting in tate matters, and Princes affairs ( which did ney 
neither do belong unto them ) rather then che flock of Chnſty 
inſomuch that ch2y are-grown to thar height, and pride, and igp: 
periouſneſle, that no King, or Potentate could keep his Crown 
or Prerogative and Kingdome in quiet , nor poſleſle his own 
dominion in peace , except he was tubject unto them : Inſtances 
I mighc bring many of Emperours and Kings, whoſe Kingdomes 
have been incerduced, and the King and ts people cutit,-and 
excommunicated becauſe of 'ſome fafious Legare, Biſhop, or 
Pryor , who have complain'd tothe Pope, and upon every imall 
ſenrence and Judgement againſt Prenees, and all under prerence 
cf vindicating Church priviledges, and what a miſchief and fir 
the former Biſhops of Canterbury , Priors , Monks and othersy 
, what ſtirs and broikes they have made in this our Engliſh Nation; 
and what trouble they have put the Princes thereof unco, and 
involved them in, and the whole Nation, only for cheir own pit+ 
ticular intereſt, our own Chronicles and Hiſtories of the Nation 
doth ſufficiently ceſtifie, unto which I refer the Reader , rather 
then tdrrouble in this diſcourſe , and fince the Popes yoke hath 
been 'thrown off, how have the Nations been involv'd in trouble 
and Princes diſturbed with the Covetous Prieſts affairs, as about 
tythes, glebe lands, Augmentations, forc'd maintenance, hire and 
morcuaries, and about their caps, and tippets, and hoods, and 
alcars, and tables, and crofles, and unholy railes , «and bells; zad 
foncs , ſurplices, and girdles, and ſuch other like rrumpery , how 
hath the Nation been troubled , and peoples conſcitences been 
burdened , and one disjoynced from another , in which God had 
not been glorified at all , nor his people edified, and all rhis and 
much more the Magiſtrates hath been preſſzd upon , and wety 
much troubled. And for being afraid of off:nding their worldy 
Prieſts , they have becom'd their ſervants , and drudges toweri 
their livery, and yer all is too little, and great commotion 
ſtrife hath been,and is in che Nation chis day abour theſe trivial yet 
troubleſome things , by which the hearts and conſciences of godd 
people are troubled, and the Nation vexed , and all under the 
name of vindicacing the Church priviledges. 
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all ye Magiſtrates and Potentates of the earth arife , and 
upon your own legs, and ſhake your ſclves and theſe chings 
on of you, and trouble no: your ſelves with that which is too 
werous and weighty for you to bear, which you are never able 
andde thorow , keep peace in your own dominions,, and exe- 
weauflice and judgement among all people without having re- 
& to chis or that particular judgement, for that's the way and / 
te ly way to preſerve the Nation 2nd people in-peace and quis 
mee, and ler Chrifts Kingdome alone , and his Church alone 
whim char is che head thereof, who gave his life for ir, and hach 
tate of ic , and let Chriſtians alone as Chriſtians, and as 
Quilts ſubje ts, to be governed by Chriſt, who is the King, Law+ 
aw, and Fudge of his people, who cnly bath righc co rule in 
& taacts and Conſciences of the ſons of men, who doth reach, 
kbtapebr, and yet will ceach his people, as is witneſſed by the 
aber /ſaiab. And this Glory and Power he hath nor given 
nay. man, as man, Wharſoever z but he himſelf reacherh how 
; wil be worthipped, ro wit, 1» Spirit, and is Truth, And \ 
aaſocver would artogate untorhemſelves chit power,then doch 
is power of che Lord Jeſus Chriſt rurn againſt chem. And 
Inefore be warned, all ye Potentates of the earth, and ler your 
akly wiſdome ceaſe, and carnal policy ceaſe, and earthly 
wivance ceaſe, and worldly conſulcations ceaſe ; make room 
{ave place »nd give way to him who is riſen and com'd in 
pecond appearance in his Sain 8, who mult haye way, and 
nil zve way, orelſe will farce his way, though not by bow, 
kar, buckler. or ſhield. or carnal weapons of war, for out of 
ouch goes che 1wo- edged ſword, and bot coals of fre are hind. 
Wh the breth of his month: And the breth of the Lord ſhall 
lathe wicked, and burn up all monntains and kills before it, 
Calder what God did ro Amaleck of old, whoſe King was A - 
Wa mighty Prince, and to Sihon, and Ogge King of Baſhar, 
=.was of the Race of rhe Giants, mighty for fortirude; and, 
over, Ammon and Edom very great. Nations, all theſe roſe 
atop the Lord in his way, and /ſrael, unto whom the pro - 
kof Cod wis made. And what was th2 iflue thereef, when 
&.lard was glad to force his way, though co the derriment and 
ect all ;hoſe mighty Nations ? Cirifl che light of the world, 
| I now 
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how in the end of the world, and in this laft age, hath"choſ 1 
people out of many peoples, and a family out of many fainilies 
and a nation out of many nations, to ſerve him and worthiphi 
ro honour and obey him in life, ſpiric and power, in their gow! 
ration, and unto them the promife- of erernal life 1s made, 4g 
the kingdome that is not of this world, and the inheticance thy 
fades not away. And Chriſt the King of eternal gloryig they 
leader, and many are determined to follow him, and loves at 
cheir lives to the dearh,' and are willing to lay down allin this 
world for that which is promiſed," and would fain walk on the 
Way in quietnefle and peace, withour any moleſtation woes 
in -perſon or eſtare in the world, eating their own bte Y 
drinking their own water, either by labour or by price z bur; 
theic way is opt» and Divinations is ſought agunſt them; the 
Ba/aamites ate called forth ro enchant, and divine, and gig 
and ,chey give counſel to the Princes to Rand up in defiancey i 
ſeekby all means poſſible ro ſtop, and hath fram?d many enyina, 
to ſee if that will do, to wit, forcible laws , confiſcarions, premiy 
nirics, Jayles, Priſons, houſes of Corre&tion, fines, Rockings, 
whippings , execrations, cominations , and excommunication 
and what not that can be invented by wordly policy, and 
rhe barrel is ſer, though one party hath no carnal weaps 
cheir. heart or hand, and all Nations mark che iſſue, remembe 
batcel and the end thereof, and do no more, if the Lorddo 
manif-Mly ſay, and make it evident one way or other ( for 1% 
not {imir him a way) ſaying 28 he did of old, rowch not 
arringed, do my Prophets no harm, to every Kingdom , Ni 
and People, who riſeth up againſt the inhericance of rhe Ip 
and if he bring nor a rebuke upon wharſoever Nation, Peop 
Family, thar ariſes up in oppofition againſt Chriſt and his pſ 
whom he hath redeemed , then ler all conclude that God ts: 
among us, neicher is wich us, norhath ſpoke unto us, bur to beſhaf 
m this matter , becauſe a fewy words to the wiſe is enough , and 
little. councel ro the prudent may ſuffice, bur in this parciculatel 
which I have been crearing moſt what abour tyrhes , and "Mit 
ters maintenance in this 1 ſhall conclude, and alſo affent unty 
as being the judgment of thouſands of the Lords people , #5 dar 
che Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt,yho are truly ſoy manifeſt in _ 
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adworks, who ſow unto us or any people ſpiritual things, 
deyſbould and ought co reap of our temporal thinge. Bur 
kate lies the difference 3- Firſt of all, that the fpiric of the 
ladio our conſciences muſt be our judge, who theſe Mini- 
ka are, and no other mans direRion, for to the Conſcience 
wealwayes the Minifters of Chriſt made manifeſt, and not 
1 woved with the reaſon and wiſdom of man, Secondly, 
War our gifcs may be free, and by no mans compulſion ; and 
ti i according 8 primitive example, and the Church of 
(iſt order in the ficſt Goſpel-times, which all do con- 
> & Was the moſt pureſt time, And would not this eaſe 
Wtemporal Magittrate of much trouble that he puts him» 
Wimto, and alſo be more acceptable tro God and man? 
ir whe hath made him a judge of theſe things in Goſpel 


ane ; : 
4 fecing I have run over the many particular judgements 
the. Apoſtles time downward, and hath given che belt 
gets chat can be given in every ape, as to this particus 
and ſeeing, divers things are writcen' by other hands, 
May be enough to fatisfie the Con(ciences of all who 
uple: In this taatter: And fo I ſhall conclude upon 
many good reaſons and grounds before mencioged, 
Tis agtecable, ſome of them, in every age unto the 
Mee of Chriſt, and the Prattice of the Apoſtles; and 
i a certain ard politive trith, believed among us, which 
ts agreeable unto the Scripture, That Tyches and for- 
Maintenance, as to the Miniſters of Chritt, never wass 
ior hall be counted . as Goſpel Maintenance, neicher 
IG Conſciences of Believers at all obliged in this mats 


SEES ESTES ESET.C 


wa 
. 
% 


Concerning 


(62) 


Concerning parochial Churches , and diviſicu” of Par ſb 
and Pariſh profits, 


$mmmrs theſe pariſh Churches ahour which rh:re is ſug 
heavy tir at this day, and for pariſh pay, and an injudton fax 
all ro wotfhip chere, is a very novelty, and compared with tie 
Apoftles time , chough its granted chat there were places: when 
che Saints did aflemble themſelves for the worſhip of Cod, yet no 
timiccing to any ſuch place, nor no limicting, nor no tying to pay, 
theſe were bur ſer up ar beſt in the time of Popery , and not alts- 
ether in the beginning of it neicher, for as is mentioned 
che Teachers was ſent out of the Mon:ſtzries and religious houles 
fo called, and the people did go to worthip at any place , and x 
their own free will gavecheir offzrings where chey pleaſed, till the 
year 1200, 2s before 1s mentioned, as learned Selden hah welld> 
ſerv'd in hisexa@ Treatiſe of rythes, | 
As for the Britains little or no teſtimony is extanc of any 
gir, rhat difcovers their order in their times, bur ſome abour the 
502 year after Chriſt was found amongſt them, for when Df 
frize Was Biſhop of South Wales, and his See appointed at Law 
daffe, divers Churches were erected, and oblarions, and orher pid 
firs were appropriated to him and his ſucceſſours, likewiſe men 
6n 1s made of a Church build in the time of the Reman , t6 tt 
honour of Same Martin, in which Azſtin and his followers, Wie! 
they came f:& from Rome, made their hoty aſſemblies , ad they 
were call'd, bur G#i/dgs ſaith, chat about the year 5$0. che Ce 
gy having Lordſhip, had reſort to them for filthy lucres ſake. 
Firft, Parochig or Pare} be diverſly raken, as firſt it was tak 
by the Saxons, for Biſboprich . or a Dieceſſe, or orherwiſe, fora 
limicred place within that Dioceſſ?, called a lefle Pariſh, but it 
is manife(t chat cheſe Pariſhes had no profits ar all b-longing ur 
$80 them , but only were places where fwguſtine ſent his 
unto inthe time of rhe Saxons, and to pre:ch andreceive the d- 
ferings , and they were carried inro a general treaſury for the Clet 
gy » forthen chey had all things in common, o ar that time 
they began to grow rich. they began ro build ſome houſes ,* call d 
- Churches , and to.repair che old Temples of rhe Gemciles,# -> 
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adviſed them our of th2 offerings of che People, (but now. 


wh Prieſts, takes tenths and oblations alſo, and that by force, 
will neicter build ror repair theſe Maſle houſes, and ſo are 
aſe ehen the Papilts in their cime ) for che conveniency of the 
gelbouring inhabiranrs were aſſigned co the Miniſtting Pri« ts 
ere they exerciſe cheir thrivings 3 bur not ſo limicred thar every 
6s was bound to keep his devotion wichin the limits of ſach a 
le or any pariſh, for in the reſpe of offerings , and profirs , 
Catubary was indecd the only limicted parilh, ſo ir was nor ma- 
gal ar whac place they mer, or where they offered cheir bouncy, 
@they did ic any where, and irs .commonly received , Thar 
wa , Who ſucceeded Anguſtme ar Camerbury , abour the 
w630, divided his province inco Pariſhes , as ſome of che 

eſt and moſt lexrned Writers relate, | 
* But when the Popes DoQrine was received and deyotion 
pwn great, ſuch as it was, moſt lay men of great eſtates de- 
the Country reſidence of ſome Chaplaines or Clarks, that 
"might alwayes be ready for theic ipftcuQicon, their Families, 
nd adjoyning Tenants; and chea Pariſh Churches began co 
build. d by them allo, and the biſhops hallowed them, as ic was 
alled, and they were endued by particular maintenance from 
weFounders, the Territories, Demeſnes, and Tennants, and 
ting poſſeſſions, & they aſſigned the limits where the 
fanftion ſh'-uld be exe:ciled & appointed.the perſons that 


ould repaire the Church and offer there, and provided a 


-popetually annexed to che Chnrch of that C/ark who received 
and {o the cffcring were reftrained from tie Common trea- 


fy of the Diocefle, 
Duc of chele Lay Foundations, chicfly undoubtedly came 


| fe ſallery for the performance, and made the revenue 


#ſckinde of Pa-iſhes which at this day ate inevery Diocelle ; 


their difference in quaniity being originally, bec-nſe of the 
ſeveral Circyits Demein:s, or Terltoryes pofſhfl d by the 


"Founders, ſometimen greater, and ometimes leſſer, Ac what 


Whecheſe Lay Foundations brgan to be frequent,ar pears nor, 
but fome mention is made of rhem about the year 700 as Bede 


"Gith who mentions one Pach 1 Sax n N,ble man, and one 
; Addi u ho duilded alluaad encu d them with lallary 3 but a- ces 45, 
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bout the year 800, many were founded by Lay men, andre. 
corded to be approptlatgd ro the Abbey Crowland, by this tit 


Lay Foundations grew very common, and Parochical limids 
alfo of the Patiſhoners deyotion, and in a Counc<1ll held under 
Wilfrzde Archbiſhop of Canterbury, we finde that where Char 
ches are builded, and that they are Conſecrated by the Bi 

of the ſame Diocefle, a Cannon of the ſame 3z94 ord: ines that 
thorow every Church upon the dearth of every Biſhop, chatall 
the Families of every Pariſh were to mect at' thr Chyrch, and 
ſing $0. Plalmes, and 600. Plalſters, and 20, Miſlayes with 
Faſting and Prayer for the Soule of the Biſhop deceated + max 
ny more inſtances might be given, and preſidents abour thels 
- Pariſhes, but enough of this onely colnforme the Reader of 
their Origipal 3 from theſe it doth fully appear tha; the limits 
of Pariſhes were underſtood :; but the tirſtexprefle mention of 
Iimication. of profics to this or that Church, as in the Lawes 
of King Edgar mage in the year 970, in the very midoght of 
Popery, 1% 4k it was ordain'd that every man mouſd oe 1 
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Tythes co the moit ancient Church or Monattery, where he 
heard Gods ſervice ; but ſome Pariſhes had other beginning 
in regard of the inconveniency, which made Pope þ a 
writeco the Brſhop of my that he heard of 2 crcaine Pariſh 
in bis Province was (o far diftin& from the Pariſh Church, 
that the inhabicants could got repaire to it in Winter ; where» 
gpon he commands ee Archbiſhop to build a Church in that 
Town, and to inftitate a preſentation of the Re&ovur that, 
mighr have to his aſe all profics encrealing in thoſe limits, an{ 
acknowledge a ſuperiority to the Mother Church, and ſoby. 
the Authority of the power eicher by the Rope, Biſhvp, or, Prinep, 
who received their DoQrin ; the limits, and maintenance of 
Pariſhes have been more or lefle as they ordained, and asthe 
doe continue to this day, | 
Likewiſe in other Kingdomes and Nations, where the Pye 
had Authority, the like Rules as aforeſaid were obſcry'd,, as, 
might be evidenced. by ſundry Authors ; but no: co trouble; 
my {cjfe or the reader any more, with ſuch upproficable fuffes 
I have onely given theſe inſtance; to ſhow the gro::nd andrils 
of them, and ſhewn how ghat people then were nv: limited to 
| any. 
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rticular place in reſpe& of worſhip, neicher in reſpe& of 


te WW ar,ordutyso call'd but now them that pretends reformatian, 
he h denyed the Pope and his DoQtrin,as they fayathey clatme 
NG WF hob, and if all becween ſuch a hedge, and ſuch a ditch, ſuch 
er twater, and ſucha way, will not ceme and wortbip as that 
[* | 


yn with chem in ir, though it be never ſorcepugnantto the 
rin of Chriſt, and the true woiſhip of God, but more ee 
lly if they come not with their pay : they'l give them up 
unto Satan by whole ſale, ang caſt them ing priſon, and 
{mounce them Herericks, cane cry to the temporal power foc 
belpe againſt theſe Non-conformiſts, for they are pot fit co 
lvein a Nation, becauſe they are not commodious tous ; and 
then ger an ordersfetch away their goods, break open the gates, 
arty away poor mens Corn,drive away Oxen, & Cows, & irayl 
Jay thePots and Pans,hale away cloths of poor people; Beds, 
mdthen cry they are not ſubje& to the Ocders and Canons of 
Wholy Church ; no not conformablego our Lawes, andthis 
aehepraftice of our great reformers, of our latter ages, which 
kfar worſe chen in the very height of Popery : by reafan of 
which pratices the Land mournes, ,and becapſe of which we 
'ainot j yn with them in cheir warſhip, neicher give them pay 
gdoing of miſchiefe, nor ſuffer the Lords goods to be given 
fach coverous lazy Priefts;who ſerves nat the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, 
by their own bel/ies | | ” EO. 
And for denying of theſe late innovations and new, upſtart 
which are po Congruity with the primitive Church of 
Chinſt; we are great ſufferers at this day , but have rather 
Gofen to keep our conſciences clear, and the D..&rin of Chrift 
olable whatſoever wee ſuffer, till God make our innocency 
adour righteouſneffe appear'as the Noone day, apd pleade 
Cauſein the midſt of all our Enemies. 


fo called theic Pariſh* Chatch; and hear heir fervice and 


-Fhe End. 
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The poor Husband-mans complaint, his hope 


and confidence. 


Y.> Pope and Prieſt: die what thy may, 
God will take Tythes ere long away : 
For ! bey're op eſſive in the Land, 

Which makes good men againſt them ſtand : 
For wee oppreſſed are thereby, 

Which makes us to the L1rd ſore cry, 

To teaſe us of this burtben ſore ; 

That wee may pr aiſe him ever more, 
That he would bearken our adtveſſe, 

- Which wee 10 himin bumblereſſe 
Preſe nts our ſuit to caſe or griefe, 

* And thorow pitty ſendreliefe. 

For by the mercileſſe Merchant: Crew, 

Of Babclls Citty doth renew, | 
Our ſafferengs moſt heavily, 

Houſhold: expor'd to 2907: 

Our Kine, and Oxen they by force, 

Drive away withont remorſe, 
Our bedding, Pewter, and at laff 

Oxr ſelves are into Priſon caſt, 
T hui to miſcry they their doome, 

By Amthority fetcht from Ruome 
Deth expoſe our ſad eſt ate, 

And whole bouſholds ruinate, 

By that which they uſurpate, 

They while F amilyes extirpate. 
O great orpreſſion thou againe, 

Makes us doubly complaine, 
Onr heavy bartben facherh groanes, 

T his cruel Tything forceth moanes : 
And w-ong fully they have pretence 
Of Scripture made for their defence: 
From Levies Trib: thy would poſſe ſſe, 

Tythu to them are by ſuce'ſſe : 


4 a C 67) 
ne fad thus = ju. po in vain , 
"Toget their prey they would diſdain 
| Fo worſbip that ſball land, 
"When they bave done what's in their band 
fy whet is done againſt Gods power ,, 14 
She be thrown down a3 in an bowre. 
fh world hall deſtroyed be , | 
' Wis liver not long may comets ſee 
Wd will try 4s there is reed, 
And ſend deliverance to his ſeed, 
vis faith I do believe 
Thit God will fore the wicked grieve , 
let cked men repent , 
the wo bell they be not. ſex ; 
d if they ſubjef# be to Ged , 
WH thy m7 eſcape bus beary rod, 
A tive" comes on, and hoſt apace , 
Whatrin great Babylon God will race 
y power azid might ſo great 
The ſbe'l be turn'd ont of ber ſeat, © 
Chriſt may reigns whoſe due it 12 'Y 
The al the faithful bins may bliſſe, © © 
Milne Merchanmys with their pay X 
by Gads rime bee'l turn away 
is com'd to be their foe 
' Mhich ts cauſe to bring their woe, 
they ſhall cry wie and alas 
her there is non to make redreſſe , 
mauve bewe ſhall Judgement come 
With violence perpetual dounee , 
hath and faninc ſhallſhe taſte , 
Hy flately wan =_ = waſt , 
day of bowls ake 
T7. orwnld, wo into the lake , 
if warh and ſorrow ſhe'l drink, up ; 
wh the Lords decree ſpall land, 
il BY Ho purpoſe row ir near at band, = 
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And what is Prophecy'd (hall come, 
Babels Merchants they (hall moury, 
oy all weep and bow! right. ſore, al 
ir Merch endife-wil ſell wo more; ell 
—_ that which _ did buſt, IF 
Departed from thers, is as juſ# | : 
Read your ſentence, Babels train, 
Judgment comes with might and maig , 
The _ of God, and fury great | 
Powred from his pn ſeat 
From bis preſence, yes from him 
Will your cup l, fil  to'rh brim, 
Kings will 1 arty and cry alaſs, v 
When they theſe things ſee come to paſs, wit 
For x be Chriſt; power an1 renown, 1 buk 
Down goes Babel, age den, | ' al 


JI. Nel | 
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As one fore-ecingn the day of terror” clues 
fo come upon Babel, makes. this Lavitation 
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ge cnt of Yer my people, O retwrn, a 
Make baſte, ber day't at handite. weep and _y 
Her dajes cf hwling haſtens on apace, 
She hath nigb I'd ber trme, and run her-race:: ; 
Return, return, leaſt that ber plagues: you raſte, 
For deſolate muſt ſhe be, her rye. waſte, 
Her fiery barning ſmogke 11 nigh at band, . 
For fear of terments, Kings as diſtance ſtand.” 
The voice of m#rning ſhortly comes topaſe, 
Babylon's Merchants cry; Alaſs, aloſs, - F, 
7 hit City great ir now ce d ruinwte,, 
And all her fattl buildhigy deſolate; 
Thus Bibylon the great it 10th groned, 
Ard never any more is to be ſound : 
Then ſhall the gloricus day, and then th: voice 
As if of mighty thungeringr,Saints rej yee, 
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fouls be ble. 


de Signs, King gripe proife cternalh 
4 icyes 29/ae ”P oe ie | 
mo 190 PETE age. JARper : 

Inagmmr ation which i po ele, me” 

AE ET alelui is Jour ſong . 

Wheh Babels juſt rewird that day ſhall be 

ud: 4 great mil-ftone caſt intwrobe [:a:; 

: fhward her as (he bath yew w ded yam, 
Doble her -up, her tarments eke renew. 
5 mech as (he the ſaints bl1d ſhed, 
With rigteons judgments [ball ſhe be judged : 
Sandor: S bffer: = m the Lars Say, 

And willingly content, though it be great ; 

Tarr we [ave s bard in this: your ſuffering day, 
Bait your reward (hal. come with double pay, 

fps your [livery 2nd willingly /it down, 

dn the 17:01 11ce of ihe glorious Crown, 

Fir why, you portron glorieus (hall be, 

FA preat rew 2rd 15. ſure, You (hall it fees 

Frer tot your ſ-les becanſe of witegd men, 
"Tow! as) will 107287 be, CVeT (s. Amen. 
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The great complaint and Outcry of one of the kf 
ferers of Sion. - ks.tR 
INT | z0 


O Rulers of Exg/and and Teachers, and People howloay 
will ic be are you will awake out of the deepe ſlumber, 'thy- 
hath ceaſed upon you, and confider alittle: youdoe aft 
upon in this age tbat Popery If 1dolatry, and to nainttine 
cheir worſhip and praQice is got conlittanc with the wor 
which you own, bur do you thihk char talking againſt | 
in the generalt;+whilteR char you'are apbolding it many 
ticulars in point of Lawey'tnd 5r{hip, doe anſwer yoar 
feſſion, or will preſerve you In'the day of the Lord, whit 
Righteous judgements of Got! ſhall be revealed ; ſeeitig thy 
chough you have broken off from them inſomeCircaniſtintlal 
and Ceremonial things,'for that very maine Bafis and Found. 
ME EE Conn 

thy lucre, but to  Tytbes, Offerings, ' 
Mortauaries, Peter —_ a0 is claimed and joking 


with all che Rable of that Crew, even from the very 
the Quiriſter boy; and yet in point of wages and pay 
aforeſaid ordinances which Conſticues by Authority from 
Rome ſtands as Evangelical or Jure divine unto this dayamongli 
the reformed Qburches ſo called, which are not onely difcog« 
ſonant to the firſt pcimirive times, but alſo contrary to thevery 
Law of the Jews, when Tythes, Oblations, and cfterings were 
due to be payed, for then the Hazbandman, Poor, F atherleſſs 
Widows, and Orphants mighe all eat rogether of charwhich 
was offered, orgiven according to the Command : but now 
them which pretends another Mninſtry, and layes little claime 
co the Levitical Prieſthood, and have' alſo pofl:fliions of Lands 
amongſt their brethren which the Levits had nor ; theſe goes 
with Tythes, Offerings and divers other thir.gs never claimed 
by the Levites, but claimed by popiſh copſtitutions in the mid- 
night of Popery; and all theſe things the 'reformed Prieſt 
{ſo tearmed, layes claim unto .and muſt have, and will have, 
ja. R or 


to be due as to the Pope in imitarion of the Fews ebprid 


olurely Covetouſnelſe, und 
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4 (71) 
the whole Nation ſhall ring with their noiſe, Common 
Exchequer , Capiter Comrt, Aſjiſe atid Seſſions , Shrieffs, 
Bukers, Bayliffr, and every com Catch pole. (ball\be em- 
od £o' doc thei?! work; and all;o0 lkle,-to ſatisfie their 
ous eye: 'Andif\\cthey cin get a ſerqwle undet any hand 
i bach Authority; they'le break open doors, pull down 
alges, carry away the Corn at their pleaſure, drag away pots 
atkicles, and tugg away beding and cloathes of all ſorts; 
drens nights beds as a Prieſt of this 'order 1did in Kent, 
ws, yea. Curtaloes, and Vallar; drink bear our of che Cel- 
wo ic be but halfe a Cheeſe ; and this is their plea, be vbar 
herb tbe” Goſpel; ſhall live of zhe Goſpel; and the aforeſaid 
mandman, Fatherlefle and Widows, hath not any partor 
inthe aforeſaid falſly claimed Tyches,: but all 'is:roo 
tle, £0. latighe the inſatiable Covetouſneſſe of thefer Evange- 
gFricits ,, fallly ſo called : O how can yee knbwand be- 
diheſe things, and not bluſh and be aſhamed; and ſhall 
lawes. which have been made in the night of darkenefſe 
laopery, of necellity be a rule in this age to Magiftracyand 
ulry, which pretends chey, are in a 1wore pure lighkggyi® 
Lord: would open all your eyes to confider, Buthow 
m unto whom bis marvellous light is ſhed, cannot but 
Io you, and alſo bear their ceſtimony againſt the afore- 
glerances and diſorder which are execuced beyond mea» 
the poore people in this Nation, which certaialy if 
mended will draw down Gods heavy judgements upon 
tation; and fo I cannct but as one among the reſt give 
glcftimony for God and his-Truch againſt ſuch Crucll 
be, and fallly pretended maintenance: of Black Coater, 
wn Coates, and my teſtimony: istrue and to feale: ir, 
en up my Life and Edate. 
25T'Y | 
" By a Servant of abe Lord, 
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I whe ciuideoinat Ale Herrheb heh 
yy crowned wich eweWe Mrs, which _ 
pain 6 being forth I! 115 + 419907 I'% 07 
.2- What was the San the was cloathed withal, abt 
ſtars ſhe Weneroan gg WAN A «nd when'y was ſheſp 
and arowned ? rift 5s 

'3- And what was' the tran-dtifld that war bronghn ſh 
ſecing Chriſt was borroof the Virgin in Berklebera1ong befyit 
Jon ſaw chis in che Ifle of Patmos ? ic 

4+ And whendidthe woman fiy Into the Wilderneſs 
whlede Wildernets into which {he fled; and whats 
view of the greae Eagle; which ſhe did fly: withal! A 
$- And what is hs rime; tives, and the hxlf tithe oi 
ſbeie-to- be in the Wilderneſs, and when did it 
when will ic be expir'd, and whether” ixthe'Woman 
come aur. again,'and when (hall'be the time of Her reraihP® 
6. When was:the time; chirthe rban+child watts 
unto God, which the' women brought forth, feein 
was aſcended long before this man-child was cial 
God, which was to rule the Nations, and bow long isithm 

7. And. whether js he ever todeſcend/ again; and bett 
manifeſt ts Rule the Navtons, ard” when (hall' he bij lf 
reign ? 

8. When was the Dragon in "OTE how came edi 
ſecing that it's wricten; No unclean thing can enter there, orn0» 
thing that doth defile > 

9. And when was he cafi out of heaven into the earth, and 
how long hath'he to reign in the earth ? 

\ Io, When began he» to perſecure the remnant of the Wor 
man ſecd, and how long {hall his reign be ? 
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3t- When begins the one thouſand years that he (ball be | 
hand? Or, whether iz ic begun or to come ? 
12. When (hall bebe caken hold of, and wich the beaft and 
We Propher thrown inco the lake of fire ? 
13, What is Miſtery Babylon, and when had ſhe her rice, 
phen was ber City raiſed up,over which ſhe rules as a Queen ? 
'I+ And what is the golden cap of fornication ſhe hath 
"de the Nations drunk withal ? 
x5. And what is her merchandiz: which her Merchants 
zal,.. and. the ſea upan, which_they carry cheic Trat- 
and upon which the Ship.maſters, and Ships ride, and 
when (ball ic be dryed up, and what (hall dry it up ? 
436, When (hall che Ciry over which (he hath reigned be 
Jdroyed ? and when (hill her b: burnt wich fice? and 
the Goſpel thac (hall be preached again ? 
17> And bow long, hath ig b*en fince it hath been preached 
fie Nations, feetngt's to be preached agiin-co rhe Nati- 
=, and whether is the time begun or not? When was the 
Gap: loſt, ſeeing all ally profeiling ic, or whether is je 
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Fro come, when it [haM egtr to: Be'preached'4gain 6 Mirt. 
&, Tongues, and Nationsy* i 55 fo 99900 unrt 
$38 And what i3'che light of cheF.zwb, the Nacions'tfiar 
adored (Ball walk In after the (even Vials be poured uporitiic 
zof rhe: Beaſt?” Declare if+thou brave uirderftindihg 
#2 I : ' | | "© \ | 
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The End. 
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